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I. Introduction

Welcome to the Department of Geography and Anthropology at Louisiana State University.
The department has long ranked as one of the nation's premier doctoral departments of geography
and it also offers a highly respected master's degree in anthropology. This volume introduces you
to the department, its faculty and facilities, and its various programs leading to undergraduate,
master's, and doctoral degrees. Perhaps the most important aim of the volume is to set forth the
specific requirements for the various graduate degree programs. You will be amply rewarded by a
close reading of this document.

Among other things, this handbook is intended to help you understand and meet the
requirements of the LSU Graduate School and of this department. Please acquaint yourself with
these basic requirements and, more specifically, their sequential order. Nearly every requirement
is matched with a specific form you must complete, have signed for approval, and return to our
Office of Graduate Studies.

The Office of Graduate Studies is an extension of the Department of Geography and
Anthropology's administrative office and its only purpose is to further the academic careers of our
graduate students. Its function is centered on every aspect of your academic progress from your
initial inquiry regarding graduate work up to the time when the department certifies that you have
met all requirements for your degree. The administration of the graduate program is carried out
by the graduate director (who is also a faculty member) with the assistance of the graduate
secretary, who is responsible for the day-to-day administration. If you are ever in doubt about any
aspect of your academic program, consult your major professor, the graduate director, or the
graduate secretary in the department's Office of Graduate Studies. The Office of Graduate Studies
is located in 227 Howe-Russell Geoscience Complex. The graduate secretary can help you with
most of your requests pertaining to the program. Her office hours are Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 1
p.m.

We trust that your experience in the LSU Department of Geography and Anthropology will
be an intellectually rewarding one. The offices of the department and graduate studies will make
every effort in guaranteeing that outcome.

II. A General Description of the Department

Louisiana State University Department of Geography and
Anthropology

Programs of Study

Geography offers programs leading to the B.A., B.S., M.A., M.S., M.N.S., and Ph.D. degrees
in several major divisions of the field—biogeography, climatology, geomorphology, Quaternary
studies, cultural geography, historical geography, economic development, urban geography,
mapping sciences, and GIS. Area expertise focuses upon the Mississippi Valley, southern U.S.,



Latin America, China, central Asia and Afghanistan, the Middle East and North Africa. In each
division, there are numerous programs of research directed by outstanding scholars in the
discipline.

Anthropology offers programs leading to the B.A. and M.A. degrees in four major divisions
of the field—archaeology, biological, social-cultural, and linguistic anthropology. Area expertise
includes Latin America, the U.S. South and Gulf Coast, the Caribbean, and Africa. A faculty of
prominent anthropologists offers a variety of research programs within these four fields and
regions.

Requirements for the M.A. and M.S. degrees in geography and anthropology include a
minimum of 30 credit hours, including 6 credits for a thesis. M.A. degrees are usually completed
in about two years.

Requirements for the Ph.D. in geography include a minimum of 60 credit hours beyond the
bachelor's degree or 30 hours beyond the master's degree, 10 hours of which are core courses, two
or more advanced seminars, and an external minor or nine credit hours in approved cognate fields
(including one seminar). Students must write a dissertation constituting an original contribution to
the discipline.

Research Facilities

The department allocates a substantial proportion of its space to research units and
laboratories. In physical geography, these include the H.J. Walker and R. Kesel Geomorphology
Research Laboratories, the Louisiana Office of State Climatology, and the Southern Regional
Climate Center. The program in mapping sciences includes CADGIS—the Laboratory for
Computer-Aided Design and Geographic Information Systems, the Cartographic Information
Center—one of the nation's largest university map libraries, the Cartographic Section (map
production laboratory), and the Computer Mapping Sciences Laboratory..

Anthropology facilities include the Archaeology Laboratory, the Physical Anthropology Lab,
the FACES Laboratory (Forensic Anthropology and Computer Enhancement Services), the DIVA
Laboratory (Digital Imaging and Visualization Laboratory) and the Fred B. Kniffen Cultural
Resources Laboratory.

The Coastal Landscapes and Cultures Research Group Laboratory, and the Miles Richardson
Research Laboratory are multi-disciplinary laboratories shared by a variety of Geography and
Anthropology faculty.

The University's Middleton Library houses more than three million volumes along with an
extensive collection of microfilm holdings. Hill Memorial Library contains a premier collection
of historical manuscripts pertinent to southern history and geography.

Financial Aid

Typically, more than 100 graduate students are registered and each year the department funds
over 20 full-time equivalencies in assistantship stipends. The department also nominates
outstanding applicants for enhanced assistantships through the Graduate School. The department
also nominates students from underrepresented countries and minorities for the Graduate School's
Tuition Award program, which offers in-state tuition awards on a competitive basis. Ph.D.
students with exceptional qualifications are encouraged to apply for Regents' Fellowships.
Outstanding applicants from minority groups are nominated by the graduate director for Huel
Perkins Fellowships. In addition, a number of members of the faculty usually have research
grants that support additional graduate students. Most students in the graduate program receive



some form of financial assistance. Departmental graduate assistantships at the master's level
typically average $11,000 for the academic year; doctoral assistantships average $12,000.
Students on assistantship receive a full tuition waiver, worth $4,872 to $8,714 per year in 2008 .
Students are normally eligible for four semesters of aid in a master's program and for six
semesters during a Ph.D. program.

Cost of Study

Tuition and fees vary with course load, but the 2008 costs for a full-time resident graduate
student are $2,436 per semester. Full-time graduate assistants and fellows are exempted from
non-resident tuition premiums, which are $4,357 a semester and a full reduction in resident
tuition.

Cost of Living

The monthly rent for a one-bedroom apartment near campus ranges between $600 and $1000.
Food and utilities in Baton Rouge are relatively inexpensive on a national scale.

Students

The LSU student body consists of approximately 28,000 students enrolled in over a dozen
colleges and schools. Graduate students number about 4,800 and about 110 are enrolled in the
Department of Geography and Anthropology.

Location

Baton Rouge, the state capital of Louisiana, is located on the Mississippi River 80 miles
northwest of New Orleans. Positioned amidst an intriguing variety of cultural and physical
landscapes, the ambiance of Baton Rouge's social life, cuisine, and cultural entertainment reflects
this diversity. Metropolitan Baton Rouge has a population of over 600,000 and is served by four
major airlines.

The University

LSU, founded in 1855, is the state's oldest public institution of higher education. As
Louisiana's only Research I public institution, the University is a center for sophisticated
scholarship conducted in over 100 departments, 15 institutes and centers, and 10 colleges. LSU is
also a land-grant, sea-grant, and space-grant university.

Applying

Application for admission and financial support, as well as information about the department
and the graduate programs, can be obtained from the address given below. Applicants are judged
on the basis of their undergraduate record, letters of recommendation, statement of purpose, and
their scores on the General Test (verbal and quantitative) of the Graduate Record Examinations
(GRE) taken within five years of the date of the application. Applications for the fall semester



should be submitted by January 25, in order to be considered for an assistantship, although
applications submitted by December 1 of the preceding year are encouraged.

Prospective applicants are encouraged to consult informally with members of the graduate
faculty and, if possible, visit the campus to meet with faculty and graduate students.

Correspondence

Graduate Program Director ¢ Department of Geography and Anthropology
Louisiana State University « Baton Rouge, LA 70803-4105
Telephone: 225-578-6246 « E-mail: gradsec@lsu.edu

Some Facts about Geography and Anthropology at LSU

History

The department was founded in 1928 and the graduate program began in 1933. The original
members of the department, sometimes known as the "founders," consisted of Professors Fred
Kniffen and Richard J. Russell. Both received their doctorates from the Department of Geography
at the University of California at Berkeley where they were influenced by geographers Carl
Sauer, Alfred Kroeber, and others. Their ideas remain a lively source of intellectual influence at
LSU. The first anthropologist, William G. Haag, was added to the staff in 1952. The Founders'
Room, the department's major seminar and meeting room, commemorates their contributions.

Graduate Degrees

The first master's degree in geography was granted in 1935 and in anthropology in 1941. The
first doctorate in geography was awarded in 1938. Between the founding and 2008, the
department has awarded more than 177 doctorates and more than 440 master's degrees in
geography and anthropology combined.

Quality of the Faculty and the Program

The department has consistently been ranked as a top doctoral geography department in the
country. The faculty has made distinguished contributions at all levels of academic life. Eleven
faculty members have held titled professorships including four Boyd Professors—LSU's most
prestigious designation—and two Alumni Professors. Five distinguished professorships are
currently occupied by faculty members, and several department faculty members have served in
numerous positions of leadership within the disciplines of geography and anthropology, including
the presidency of the Association of American Geographers and the editorship of the Annals of
the Association of American Geographers

The Map Library

The Cartographic Information Center is the largest map collection housed in any academic



department, with over half a million maps and photographs. Funded and administered by the
department, the CIC annually serves hundreds of clients who use the federal, state, and historical
map collections. As an U.S. Government map depository, the CIC has a marvelous collection of
U.S. maps and, in addition, has strong holdings for the Gulf Rimland and Latin America. It also
houses the Robert C. West Latin American collection of color slides and photographs.

Fieldwork

The department has a strong tradition of geographical and anthropological fieldwork. Most
faculty members maintain active programs of fieldwork. The Robert C. West Field Research
Fund and the Richard J. Russell Fund support students' field research on a competitive basis.

Conferences

The department strongly encourages conference participation by graduate students. Funds are
available through GRADS travel awards of the LSU Graduate School and the College of Arts and
Sciences. The department often sends vans to selected conferences. A large number of our
students participate annually at the AAG, SWAAG, SAA, SHA, AAPA (see listing later in this
booklet) as well as others.

Graduate Program Strengths

Research Programs

The department traditionally has emphasized the strength of its faculty and their scholarly
interests. That tradition endures in the form of research programs that combine the inquiries of
several or more faculty. These include:

Anthropology
Gender, Place, and Culture Material Culture Studies
Language, Identity, and Performance Maya and Andean Prehistory
Public Culture, Festivals & Performance Coastal and Historical Archaeology
Southeast US & Latin America Osteology, Anatomy & Fertility
Caribbean & African Diaspora Biological & Forensic Anthropology
Geography

Physical Geography

* Coastal and Aeolian Geomorphology & Management
* Climatology

*  Fluvial Geomorphology

*  Hydrology

*  Quaternary Studies

* Global Environmental Change



Human Geography

* Agricultural and Economic Geography

*  Cultural Geography

* Feminist Geography

* Historical Geography

* Environmental Geography & Political Ecology
» Urban Geography

* Medical Geography

* Anthropology and Geography

Regional Geography

¢ United States: Louisiana, US South,
Gulf Coast, Mississippi Valley and the American West
* Latin America & Caribbean
*  South Asia
* China
*  Central Asia and Afghanistan
* Middle East and North Africa

Methodology

* Mapping Sciences & GIS

*  Geographic History and Thought

* Historic Maps & Archival Analysis

¢ Fieldwork
*  Qualitative Methods

Departmental Units

Archaeology Laboratory

The Archaeology Lab, located in E214 Howe-Russell Geoscience Complex, is shared by two research
programs in archaeology at LSU. These include Maya archaeology, under the guidance of Dr. Heather
McKellar, and historical archaeology. Students and faculty work closely with the Southeastern
Archaeology Program, under the guidance of Dr. Rebecca Saunders, in the Museum of Natural Sciences
(16 Gym Armory Building). Graduate and undergraduate students work on faculty projects as well as
their own projects.

The Archaeology Lab, which consists of a complex of several rooms, offers an impressive array of
opportunities for research and analysis. Artifactual material from Belize (Maya), Canada, Peru,
California, Louisiana, and elsewhere is often under study by faculty and students. Facilities include a
"wet-lab" for processing artifacts and laboratory equipment for study of artifacts (balances, microscopes,
computers, microfilm and microfiche readers, and drafting tables, for example). Field equipment for



faculty and graduate student use is available for surveying and excavation. Often, simultaneous field
projects are carried out in Louisiana and beyond.

The LSU Maya archaeology program includes:

A long-term field project on the south-coast of Belize;

The LSU Maya archaeology field school (normally offered in alternate years, e.g. 2003, 2005, 2007);
LSU Maya Archaeology Night (a public event featuring presentation by students on their research,
usually the second Tuesday night in November);

Field work carried out by graduate students elsewhere in the Maya area;

Analyses of artifactual and other materials under temporary export permit from the government of
Belize to the LSU Maya Archaeology Lab;

Comparative collections for identification of archaeological materials (Caribbean fish skeletons;
tropical woods; Maya ceramics, obsidian, and other stone artifacts)

an emphasis on coordinating archaeology and geography, especially utilizing the department's GIS
(particularly Intergraph, ESRI ARC/INFO, and Surfer), cartography, and remote sensing facilities and
expertise.

LSU Maya Archaeology News periodic newsletter about Maya archaeology through LSU.

The LSU historical archaeology program includes:

A historical archaeology field school (normally offered in alternate years);

Field work carried out by graduate students in Louisiana and potentially various overseas localities,
etc.;

Analyses of artifactual and other materials from Louisiana and elsewhere;

An emphasis on coordinating historical archaeology with historical geography, history, and other
areas of mutual interest on the LSU campus;

An emphasis on archival information, with in-house U.S. census data on microfilm for Louisiana
from 1810-1880, as well as other archival sources;

A library of materials on Louisiana archaeology and sources for historic artifact identifications; and
Historic artifact collections for use in the identification of archaeological material.

The LSU Andean archaeology program includes:

A long term field project in the Nepefia Valley, north-central coast of Peru

A field school that includes basic training in Andean prehistory, first-hand field experience and the
exploration of important archaeological sites

Collaborations with Peruvian universities and field projects on the Andean coast and highlands
Laboratory facilities in Casma, Peru, and at LSU for the analysis of archaeological materials

A focus on the development of early urbanism and the integration of geosciences into archaeological
research



Geomorphology Research Laboratories

The H.J. Walker Geomorphology Research Laboratory is named after Boyd Professor H. Jesse
Walker, a pioneer in Arctic studies, coastal and fluvial geomorphology. This laboratory is used
primarily for working with electronics, instrumentation and 'dry' activities, and houses a wide array of
instrumentation used to study landform dynamics and the processes which drive them. Major field
equipment includes a Sontek hydra ADCM/OBS/PT, 2 Marsh-McBirney 2-d current meters, a Price-
type current meter, 8 high-resolution submersible pressure transducers, 3 OBS turbidity probes, 12 RM
Young 3-d sonic anemometers, 30 3-cup anemometers, a Delta-T soil moisture meter with 8 probes,
numerous sensors for monitoring temperature, humidity, wind direction, etc., 2 portable data
acquisition systems (A Campbell-Scientific CR23x and an IOTECH laptop-based system), a variety of
survey gear (total stations, auto levels, clinometers, etc.), a variety of sediment and water sampling tools,
several types of sediment traps, and numerous other items.

The R. Kesel Laboratory is used primarily as a wet laboratory and is equipped with various pieces
of equipment for processing sediment samples. Major equipment includes a Sedigraph x-ray diffraction
unit, ultrasonic and vibratory sieving systems, a high speed centrifuge, drying oven, high temperature
furnace, portable fume hood, a core/sample storage refrigerator, digital-image capable microscope,
and precision balances.

The Department also has several vehicles available for field research. These include a 24 foot bay
boat suitable for nearshore or short-term offshore marine research, a 4WD F350 quad cab pickup truck,
and a Honda Rincon 650 ATV.

Computer-Aided Design and Geographic Information Systems (CADGIS)
Research Laboratory

The CADGIS Lab, a jointly operated facility of the Department of Geography and Anthropology and
the College of Design, supports instruction and research in computer mapping, architecture, and
engineering. Mapping applications encompass computer cartography, geographic information systems,
and remote sensing.

The lab complex, located in 215 College of Design, has a varied complement of hardware and
software. In the four separate labs, students are able to use over 60 regularly upgraded desktop computers.
Both negative film and flatbed scanners also are available. The computers host software such as
AutoCAD, Photoshop, Reality Studio, Dreamweaver, ERDAS Imagine, ESRI Arc/Info and Office 2007.

Capable of creating and storing digital data for graphic and non-graphic databases, CADGIS also
functions as a repository for digital maps, images, and databases. These data constitute the beginnings of
the foundation for an atlas of Louisiana and a statewide geographic information system. As part of its
work in this area, CADGIS has a major role in the Louisiana Coastal GIS Network: a USGS-funded
project to help Louisiana organize and disseminate coastal information.

Cartographic Information Center

The Cartographic Information Center is located in room 313 Howe-Russell Geoscience Complex.
With a collection of more than 500,000 cartographic items, the CIC ranks first among map libraries in
U.S. academic departments and tenth among all American map collections. As a depository for U.S.
government maps, the collection increases at a rate of about 6,000 maps per year. John Anderson serves
as the unit's director.

Holdings in the map library include: USGS Topographic Series (coverage for the entire U.S. at



various scales); U.S. Army Topographic Command Maps; NOAA Nautical Charts of the U.S. and foreign
waters; Aeronautical Charts (world coverage); Aerial Photos of Louisiana and parts of Eastern U.S.;
historic maps of Louisiana; miscellaneous maps from foreign governments, commercial map companies,
etc. (world coverage with emphasis on Latin America); wall maps for teaching; and a collection of
atlases, transparencies, gazetteers, and globes.

The primary mission of the Cartographic Information Center is to support instruction and research in
the Department of Geography and Anthropology, in particular, and the University community in general.
Researchers on dissertations, theses, and grants constitute the largest group of users. Recent research
projects include Louisiana coastal erosion, environmental and ecological studies, hydrological surveys,
flood control projects, and archaeological excavations.

The CIC also provides maps for field trips, supplies wall maps for use in classes, maintains a
collection of maps on reserve for classes with map-related assignments, and provides appropriate
assistance to students whose map-reading skills need improvement.

The collection is open to the general public. Private sector patrons include consulting engineers,
coastal environmental agencies, soil testing engineers, petroleum companies, architects, attorneys, and
many others. Among state and local governmental patrons are the Attorney General's Office, State Lands,
Department of Environmental Quality, Historic Preservation, East Baton Rouge District Attorney's
Office, and others. CIC patrons also include backpackers, genealogists, civil war and local historians,
fortune-hunters, puzzle-workers, and tourists. As a depository of government maps, our commitment is
service to the public.

Cartographic Section

The Cartographic Section (430 Howe-Russell Geoscience Complex) provides cartographic drafting
and design services for the faculty of the Department of Geography and Anthropology. These services
include drafting illustrations for publication and preparation of color slides for lectures and conference
presentations. The section provides complete darkroom facilities for the reproduction of departmental
graphics. The section is staffed by a cartographic manager (Mary-Lee Eggart, and a research associate
Clifford Duplechin. The excellence of the Cartographic Section has been recognized nationally and
internationally.

The section also provides advice to graduate students in the preparation of maps and other graphics
for research papers, theses, and dissertations. With the permission of the chair students presenting their
research at professional conferences may have their graphics prepared by the section at a reduced fee.

Computer Mapping Sciences Laboratory

The Computer Mapping Sciences (CMS) Laboratory, established in 1988, provides a variety of
computing facilities for instruction and research in GIS, remote sensing, cartography, and spatial analysis.
Housed in E220 Howe-Russell Geoscience Complex, the CMS Laboratory currently has a Windows-NT
server and 11 Windows-NT workstations, 3 Sun Sparc workstations, a large-format scanner, a large-
format color printer, a large digitizer, and computing accessories such as color printers, digitizers,
scanners, CD-ROM writers, tape backup, and GPS. Main remote sensing/GIS software include ESRI
Arc/Info, ESRI Arcview, Intergraph-MGE, ERDAS Imagine, Maplnfo, SPSS, and a variety of specialized
statistics, computer-language, mathematical-modeling, and image-processing software. In addition to
software and hardware, the CMS Lab houses a number of specialized digital boundary files in different
computer formats.

The CMS Lab and further computers in Howe/Russell 260 complement and enhance existing
computing capacity in the CADGIS Lab, a lab jointly operated by the department and the College of
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Design (see the description of the CADGIS Lab on page 8). Together, the CMS Lab and the CADGIS
Lab offer a range of computing capability that ranks us among the nation’s best GIS, mapping, and
remote sensing laboratories.

FACES Laboratory

The FACES (Forensic Anthropology and Computer Enhancement Services) Laboratory of the
Department of Geography and Anthropology, located in the small building adjacent to the Howe-Russell
Geoscience Complex, provides services to state and parish law enforcement agencies. The forensic
anthropologist is concerned with the personal identification of badly decomposed human bodies and
skeletal remains. Our experience best applies when more traditional criteria such as facial appearance,
fingerprints, tattoos, and scars from previous injuries or operations are of limited value because of poor
soft tissue preservation.

Data recovery is based upon intensive osteological, morphologic, and radiographic examination of the
skeleton and dentition. A dental examination is frequently completed in conjunction with a forensic
odontologist.

Other services provided by our facility include:

1. Consultation with state and public personnel in matters concerning evidence used in the personal
identification of human remains.

2. Assistance with crime scene analysis involving the investigation of the locality for human skeletal
remains (e.g., burned structures and burial sites), and the recovery of such remains.

3. Presentation of lectures and seminars to a variety of civic and law enforcement personnel on forensic
anthropology and its associated techniques and methodologies.

4. Repository for unidentified human remains submitted for forensic analysis until positive
identification is achieved.

This work is done in conjunction with crime laboratories in the states of Louisiana, Mississippi, and
Texas. Our laboratories include two large analysis labs, x-ray facilities and equipment (including water,
gas, and air fume hood, X-ray machine, film processor, and immersion table), and miscellaneous
equipment for statistical analysis of skeletal elements.

The FACES Laboratory offers a vital and unique public service to the community, state, and region.
In addition, the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children has designated LSU as a Model Age
Progression Site. Mary Manhein is director of this facility. Using sophisticated computer software,
researchers and students create age progression on missing children and adults and conduct other
educational and research projects.

The Fred B. Kniffen Cultural Resources Laboratory

The Fred B. Kniffen Cultural Resources Laboratory (E212 Howe-Russell Geoscience Complex)
furthers inquiry into the development of historic landscapes—particularly those of the Gulf South. The
lab thus carries forward the scholarship initiated by Professor Fred Kniffen in the 1930s—scholarship that
combined keen interests in the interpretation of historic landscapes, material culture, and folk culture
through the perspectives of cultural geography and anthropology.

Varied courses draw upon the laboratory's facilities. These include, among others, vernacular
architecture, material culture, and the study of folklore. These are field-oriented courses that enable
students to participate in fieldwork and interpretation of the folk cultural legacy of Louisiana and the
South. Course projects include the construction of scale models and museum dioramas.

To aid in the interpretation of Louisiana and Southern cultures, the Cultural Resources Lab functions
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as a repository for information on the culture history of the area. Its resources include cultural surveys, a
library of books and reports on Louisiana and its material culture, examples of historic American building
surveys, and resources for dating historic buildings.

Students and faculty participate in research and writing of professional reports on various aspects of
the culture and culture history of the state and region. Research projects are often funded by federal and
state agencies. Recent projects include surveys of historic plantation buildings, environmental and cultural
impact statements, and reports on the culture and history of Louisiana's ethnic communities. Summer jobs
are often available to students with appropriate training. The lab also edits a publication series interpreting
cultures of the Gulf South. For more information consult the lab director, Dr. Jay Edwards.

Louisiana Office of State Climatology

The Louisiana Office of State Climatology (LOSC) (E328 Howe-Russell Geoscience Complex) is
responsible for maintaining the climatic records of the state in paper copy and as computer data sets.
Climatic data are mainly from the first-order and cooperative station networks of the National Weather
Service (NWS) and the National Climatic Data Center (NCDC), with some data sets extending back 100
years to about 1890. The office accesses specialized data sets; an important example is the daily
observations from the 12-station automated agroclimatic network of the Louisiana Agricultural
Experiment Station operated from the LSU Department of Biological and Agricultural Engineering.
LOSC also maintains a collection of daily weather maps, reports, and reprints on selected topics in
climatology.

LOSC receives real time weather and climate data (hourly observations) for Louisiana and other
nearby places on the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Weather Wire
and selected weather maps for the U.S. and the entire northern hemisphere by satellite receiver from the
NWS Forecast Office just outside of Washington, D.C. The staff publishes a monthly climatic newsletter,
Louisiana Monthly Climate Revigwhich describes the status of Louisiana's climate in traditional as well
as in synoptic and water-budget terms; the newsletter is distributed to more than 600 interested agencies,
companies, and individuals in the United States, with about three-quarters of the subscribers in Louisiana.

The office provides climatic information and data in response to requests by mail, over the phone, and
at the office. Routine data are normally free to members of the LSU community and local, state, and
federal agencies, but modest fees are charged for the general public and for non-routine requests and
interpretations.

Southern Regional Climate Center

The Southern Regional Climate Center (SRCC) is a federally funded facility (the NOAA) organized
together with the LOSC within the Department of Geography and Anthropology. The SRCC is
responsible for climatic data, informational services, and applied research for a six-state region including
Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Tennessee. The SRCC is closely affiliated with
the state climatologists (SCs) in each of the states and with the Climatic Analysis Center (CAC) of the
National Weather Service (NWS), located in Washington, D.C., and the National Climatic Data Center
(NCDC) in Asheville, North Carolina. By means of a satellite-data system, the staff is able to monitor
regional climatic variability and some of its impacts on a day-to-day basis. The SRCC also maintains
computerized climatic data sets that span as much as 100 years. Dr. Kevin Robbins serves as the director.

The Miles Richardson Research L.aboratory
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To support students and faculty using special equipment in the cultural and historical components of
the program, the Historical, Ethnography, Linguistics, and Landscape Laboratory has assembled
specialized equipment. Included is a highly portable audio recorder for ethnographies and oral histories,
plus a dedicated computer with software and hardware to assist with transcribing interviews. Equipment
is also available for making and editing video recordings. A camera for still photography, a camcorder
for video recording, and a computer dedicated to processing digital images and also scanning non-digital
images is available for student and faculty use. The lab has space for group projects and meetings.

The Coastal Landscapes and Cultures Research Group Laboratory

The Coastal Landscapes and Cultures Research Group was founded in 2006 by faculty members in
Geography and Anthropology to focus on coastal research on both the environment and culture, currently and
in the recent and remote past. The formation of the Coastal Landscapes Research Group was founded on our
joint research interests and the potential for intensifying the level of collaboration, sharing of knowledge
among faculty and grad students, and expanding the horizons of existing largely separate foci on either the
environment or culture dimensions of coastal research. The members of the research group are interested in
facilitating linkages between research in environmental and cultural research on coasts worldwide. The group
draws on LSU’s existing high reputation in environmental research on coasts, by expanding to include the
cultural dimension. The Coastal Landscapes Research Group was recently provided a lab that has physically
brought together faculty and their students to work on projects, share ideas and equipment, and incubate new
joint research initiatives. A Voices from the Coast lunch talk series is held in the Coastal Landscapes and
Cultures Research Group Lab.

Geoscience Publications

Geoscience Publications (236 Howe-Russell Geoscience Complex) communicates the scholarly
advances of department faculty, students, and symposia. Among its various publications is the prestigious
monograph series Geoscience and Man. The series currently includes more than 39 volumes,
representative of which are Atchafalaya Swamp Life; Grasslands Ecology; Man and Cultural Heritage;
Traces in Prehistory; Coastal Resources; Historical Archaeology of the Eastern United States; Place:
Experience and Symbol; The American Bodojolabal Maya;Cultural Diffusion and Landscapes; The
Poverty Point CultureThe Uneven Landscape: Geographic Studies in-Rgsetm China; Person,

Place, and Thing: Interpretative and Empirical Essays in Cultural Geography; Culture, Form, and
Place: Essays in Cultural and Historical Geography; Latin American Geogragpiy The Coastal Zone

Geoscience Publications also houses the journal Historical Geographynd the monograph series of
the Fred B. Kniffen Cultural Resources Laboratory, which includes Louisiana's Remarkable French
Vernacular ArchitecturgHistoric Louisiana NailsHistorical Maps of Louisiana: An Annotated
Bibliography,and Plantations by the Rivefn addition, it distributes digitized maps—the China County
Boundary Fileand the Histaical United States (HUSCO) County Boundary ANes well as publishes
occasional papers authored by departmental faculty, such as New Orleans Weather, 194B80and An
Atlas of Louisiana Surnames of French and Spanish Origin.

Faculty and Staff

JOHN ANDERSON, M.A. (1990) University of Colorado in history; M.L.1.S. (1995) Louisiana State
University. He is the Associate Librarian (CIC) for the department's Map Library. His areas of interest are
cartographic reference, historic Louisiana and U.S. topographic maps, and World War II-era maps. E-
mail: janders@lsu.edu
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M. JILL BRODY, B.A. (1973) Ohio University; M.A. (1976) and Ph.D. (1982) Washington University;
LSU Fred B. Kniffen Professor. Brody is active in the Interdepartmental Program in Linguistics, the
Women’s & Gender Studies Program, and Hispanic Studies. Brody teaches courses in linguistic
anthropology; her current ANTH M.A. students are investigating topics ranging from verbal dueling in
the Icelandic Sagas to the discourse practices of various online communities. Brody’s research
specialization is the living spoken Mayan languages, particularly Tojolab’al Mayan (Chiapas, Mexico);
she began her ongoing work with speakers of Tojolab'al in 1976, and is currently the only person in the
U.S. qualified to translate this language in court. Her theoretical research areas include discourse analysis
and the relationship between language structure and language use. Recent publications (refereed and
single-authored, published in Europe and Russia, respectively): in press. “‘Sticky’ discourse markers in
language contact between unrelated languages: Tojolab’al (Mayan) and Spanish”, in Typological Profiles
and Language Conta€tlaudine Chamorou (ed.) (in press), and 2007 “A key metaphor in Tojolab’al
Maya”, in Studia HumanitariaBrody currently serves on several advisory boards: Ketzalcalli(a
Spanish/English bilingual international scholarly journal on Mesoamerican research published in
Mexico), Annual Editions in Anthropologynd the Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities PRIME
TIME Family Literacy Program, which awarded her the 2007 “Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities
Individual Achievement in the Humanities Award.” Brody currently holds grants as Fulbright Senior
Scholar. E-mail: gajill@lsu.edu.

DAVID BROWN, B.S. Meteorology (1999) Penn State University, M.A. Geography (2001) University
of Arizona, Ph.D. Geography (2004) University of Arizona. Dr. Brown has served as Assistant Professor
of Geography at LSU since 2007; prior to his arrival in Baton Rouge, he was Assistant Professor of
Geography and New Hampshire State Climatologist at the University of New Hampshire from 2004 to
2007. He teaches both undergraduate and graduate courses in climatology and meteorology. Dr. Brown's
research interests include synoptic, applied, and geospatial climatology, human-environment interactions,
and global change. He is particularly interested in climate variability and change in the western and
southwestern United States, and also works in the Gulf Coast region on issues related to climate impacts.
Dr. Brown has received funding from several agencies including NOAA and NSF, and his research has
been published in a number of peer-reviewed journals including the International Journal of Climatology,
Climate Research, Geophysical Research Letters, Theoretical and Applied Climatology, The Professional
Geographer, and the Journal of Geophysical Research. He can be reached at dpbrown@]lsu.edu.

CRAIG E. COLTEN, B.A. (1974) Louisiana State University; M.A. (1978) Louisiana State University,
Ph.D. (1984) Syracuse University, Carl O. Sauer Professor of Geography. His specialization is historical
and environmental geography and he teaches courses in these overlapping areas. His research over the
years has spanned hazardous wastes, urban environmental change, and community resiliency. His books
include The Road to Love Canél996); An Unnatural Metropoli2005); and Perilous Place, Powerful
Stormg2009). Currently he serves as editor of the Geographical RevievE-mail: ccolten@lsu.edu

DAVID CHICOINE, B.Sc. (2000) Université de Montréal, M.Sc. (2002) Université de Montréal, Ph.D.
(2006), University of East Anglia. Assistant Professor of Archaeology. Research interests include the
Central Andes (with a focus on coastal Peru), coastal adaptations, early urbanism, the dynamics of
political systems, human-environmental interactions, architecture, material culture, trade, feasting,
mortuary practices, visual arts, and cultural heritage. Publications have explored Early Horizon
Architecture at Huambacho, Nepefia Valley, Peru (2006, Journal of Field ArchaeologiBoston]), Virtual
Space, Education, and Cultural Heritage (2007, The Midder{Vancouver]), and Elite Straegies and Ritual
Settings in Coastal Peru during the 1st Millennium @Cpress, University of Pittsburgh Latin American
Publications). Ongoing field research in the Nepefia Valley (north-central coast of Peru) focusing on the
development of urban societies during the 1st millennium BC. E-mail: dchico@lsu.edu.
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KRISTINE DELONG, B.S. (1991) University of South Florida, Tampa; M.S. (2006) University of
South Florida, St. Petersburg; Ph.D. (2008) University of South Florida, St. Petersburg; Assistant
Professor of Geography. Her research and teaching interests include understanding climate variability and
reconstructing past climate with regional focus on the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean as well as the
southwest tropical Pacific with an emphasis on data and time series analysis methods. Her published work
has focused on reconstructions of sea surface temperature and recovering climate signals in paleoclimate
reconstructions including corals, tree-rings, sediments, and cave deposits. E-mail: kdelong@lsu.edu

DYDIA DELYSER, B.A. (1992) University of California, Los Angeles; M.A. (1996) Syracuse
University; Ph.D. (1998) Syracuse University; Associate Professor of Geography. Her research and
teaching interests include cultural-historical geography, gender, tourism, mobilities, and social theory
with a regional focus on the American West, and emphasis on qualitative methods and methodologies as
well as on academic and professional writing. Her published work has focused on issues of landscape,
social memory, and mobilities, and includes articles in the Annals of the Association of American
Geographers, Cultural Geographies, Social and Cultural Geographies, and the Geographical Review. Her
book, Ramona Memories: Tourism and the Shaping of Southern Califaradgublished in 2005,
earning the AAG’s Globe Book Award. DeLyser serves as North American editor for the journal Cultural
GeographiesDeLyser serves LSU as the university’s Faculty Athletics Representative, the senior faculty
advisor to the Chancellor on athletics, and in this capacity oversees the university’s institutional
responsibilities in the NCAA’s three broad areas of areas of academic integrity, institutional control, and
student-athlete well-being. E-mail: dydia@lsu.edu.

JAY D. EDWARDS, B.A. (1963) Lycoming College; M.A. (1965) Tulane University; Ph.D. (1970)
Tulane University; Professor of Anthropology. He teaches courses in cultural anthropology, material
culture, vernacular architecture, and seminars on New Orleans, the Caribbean, and culture theory. He
specializes in the cultures and culture history of the Atlantic World, and has studied the Creolized cultures
of Louisiana and the West Indies, including their ethno-architecture, folklife, oral literature, social
linguistics and social structures. He is the editor of the award winning Plantations by the RivgiLEH
“Best Book in the Humanities for 2003"), and is the co-author of Cajun Country(1991); A Creole
Lexicon(2004); and Old South Baton Rou§a Community Portraif2009), among others. He co-
authored Historic Louisiana Nails: Aids to the Dating of Old Building993), which is used in college
classes. Articles include: Creole Architecture: A Comparative Analysis of Upper and Lower Louisiana
and Saint Domingue: International Journal of Historic Archaeology(3) (2006); Open Issues in the
Study of the Historic Influences of Caribbean Architecture on that of North America. Material Culture
37(1) (2005); and Architectural Creolization: The Meaning of Colonial Architecture. In Mari-Jose
Amerlinck de Bontempo, ed., Architectural Anthropology(2001). Funded class projects include Historic
American Building Surveys (most years), and participation in the Post-Katrina Louisiana Speaks Pattern
Book(2006), 150,000 of which were distributed free to rebuilding residents of Louisiana. E-mail:
gaedwa@]lsu.edu.

PATRICK A. HESP, B.A. (1973) Massey University (New Zealand); M.A. (1975) Massey University
(New Zealand); Ph.D. (1982) University of Sydney; R.J. Russell Professor of Geography. He teaches
courses in physical geography and his research interests include coastal geomorphology, dune formation
and dynamics, aeolian sedimentology, coastal archaeology, and coastal ecology. His current research
interests include barrier evolution and dynamics in southern Brazil (CNPq Brazil funding), transgressive
dunefield evolution, geomorphology and dynamics in Gulf coast Mexico (CONACYT Mexico funding),
coastal archaeology and sedimentology in the Gulf of Mexico and Portugal (MMS and NSF funding),
beach ridge and foredune processes at Cape San Blas, Florida (LSU and NSF funding), and foredune
dynamics on Prince Edward Island, Canada (LSU and NSERC funding) and selected dunes in China
(China NSF funding). E-mail: pahesp@lsu.edu
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JOYCE MARIE JACKSON, B.M. and M.M. (1972, 1974) Louisiana State University; Ph.D. Indiana
University, Bloomington (1988); Associate Professor teaching courses in folklore, sociocultural

anthropology and ethnomusicology. Her key interests center on African American music and culture,
performance-centered theory, African and African Diaspora rituals and community displacement and
women’s agency. Jackson has conducted extensive ethnographic research and published on gospel music

and sacred and secular rituals in Africa and the Diaspora including the Ndupp healing rituals in Senegal,

the Black Mardi Gras Indians and the Baptist Easter Rock traditions in Louisiana, the sacred rushing

tradition in the Bahamas and carnival traditions in Trinidad. She has authored, Life in the Village: A

Cultural Memory of the Fazendeville Communiher published work has appeared in the American
Anthropologist The African American Revie@risa: Yoruba Gods and Spiritual Identity, Caribbean and
Southern: Transnational Perspectives on the U. S. South, Saints and Sinners: Religion, Blues and (D)evil
in African American Music and Literature, Lowisia Folklife Journal, South Florida History,
Greenwood Encyclopedia of African American Folkldree New Encyclopedia of Southern Cultae
other scholarly publications. She curates exhibits based on her research and the images of J. Nash Porter
(documentary photographer), the most recent being at the Smithsonian Institution. Jackson has also

authored interpretive liner note booklets for documentaries produced by the Smithsonian Folkways

Records, Capitol Records, Inc. and the Louisiana Folklife Recording Series. Currently, she is producing a
multimedia interactive DVD-ROM, curriculum guide and companion book entitled, Hidden Currents:

The Rural Roots of Jazz in South Louisigia. has been the recipient of a National Endowment for the

Arts Fellowship and a Rockefeller Foundation Fellowship. E-mail: jjackso@lsu.edu

BARRY KEIM, B.A. (1987) University of New Orleans; M.S. (1990) Louisiana State University; Ph.D.
(1994) Louisiana State University, Assistant Professor teaching Elements of Weather, Physical
Geography, Climatology, Meteorology and Environmental Geography. His research interests with the
Louisiana Office of State Climatology include climatic change and variability, synoptic climatology,
probable maximum precipitation, extreme climatic events, hydroclimatology, and human dimensions of
global change. Recent publications include Keim, B.D., and R.A. Muller. 2009 (In Press). Hurricanes of
the Gulf of MexicoL.SU Press: Baton Rouge, LA. Hamilton, L.C., and B.D. Keim. 2009 (In Press).
Regional Variation in Perceptions about Climate Change. International Journal of ClimatologyAllard,
J., B.D. Keim, J.E. Chassereau, D. Sathiaraj, 2009. Spuriously Induced Precipitation Trends in the
Southeast United States. Theoretical and Applied Climalmgy DOI 10.1007/s00704-008-0021-9. Faiers,
G.E., and B.D. Keim. 2008. Variability in Three-hour and Twenty-Four hour Rainstorm Ratios from
Coast to Coast Across the Southern United States. Journal of Hydrological Engineering3(2):101-104.
Hamilton, L.C., C. Brown, and B.D. Keim. 2007. Ski Areas, Weather and Climate: Time Series Models
for New England Case Studies. International Journal of Climatolog®7:2113-2124. DOI:
10.1002/joc.1502. Keim, B.D., R.A. Muller, and G.W. Stone. 2007. Spatiotemporal Patterns and Return
Periods of Tropical Storm and Hurricane Strikes from Texas to Maine. /Journal of Climate /20(14):3498-
3509. D’Almeida, C., C. Vorosmarty, G. Hurtt, J. Marengo, S.L. Dingman, and B.D. Keim. 2007. The
Effects of Deforestation on the Hydrological Cycle in Amazonia: A Review on Scale and Resolution.
International Journal of Climatolog®7(5):633-647. Allard, J., and B.D. Keim. 2007. Spuriously
Induced Temperature Trends in the Southeast United States. Theoretical and Applied Climatologg(1-
2): 103-110. DOI 10.1007/s00704-006-0229-5. E-mail: keim@lsu.edu

RICHARD H. KESEL, B.S. (1962) Eastern New Mexico University; M.S. (1964) University of
Nebraska; Ph.D. (1972) University of Maryland; Professor of Geography. His current research interests
include the historical changes in the sediment regimen of the Mississippi River and its influence on
channel and planform geometry; Quaternary landforms in Louisiana and Costa Rica; tectonic and climatic
influences, particularly tropical, on fluvial systems especially braided channels and alluvial fan formation.
Recent publications include "Alluvial fan formation in a magmatic arc setting, Costa Rica," Geomorphic
Systems of North AmericBNAG volume, Geological Society of America, 1987. "Human modification
to Mississippi River sediment regime," Earth Surface Processes and Landfori®92, "The effects and
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implications of base-level changes to Mississippi River tributaries," Zeitschrift fur Geomorphologje
1993. E-mail: gakesel@lsu.edu

MICHAEL LEITNER, B.A. (1987), M.A. (1990) University of Vienna, Austria; M.A. (1993), Ph.D.
(1997) State University of New York-Buffalo; Associate Professor of Geography and Adjunct Professor
in the Department of Experimental Statistics at LSU. He is the current editor of the Cartography and
Geographic Information Scien¢€aGIS journal and the recipient of the 2007 Meredith F. Burrill Award
from the Association of American Geographers (AAG). Leitner teaches primarily courses in mapping
sciences, including computer cartography, spatial analysis, and Geographic Information Science (GISc).
His research interests are in cartographic visualization, GISc, public health, and the geography of crime.
His publications include two co-authored books - “The New Medical Geography of Public Health and
Tropical Medicine: Case Studies from Brazil” (2009) and “Geographic Information Systems and Public
Health: Eliminating Perinatal Disparity” (2006) and one co-edited special journal issue “Cartography
2007: Reflection, Status, and Prediction” (2007). He has published 15 refereed journal articles, including
“Geoforensic Analysis Revisited - The Application of Newton’s Geographic Profiling Method to Serial
Burglaries in London, UK (2007), “Can Novices to Geospatial Technology Compromise Spatial
Confidentiality?” (2007), “A First Step Towards a Framework for Presenting the Location of Confidential
Point Data on Maps - Results of an Empirical Perceptual Study” (2006), “Cartographic Guidelines for
Geographically Masking the Location of Confidential Point Data” (2004), and “Guidelines for the
Display of Attribute Certainty” (2000). E-mail: mleitne@lsu.edu

MARY H. MANHEIN, B.A. (1981); M.A. (1985) Louisiana State University; Forensic Anthropologist,
Professional in Residence in Anthropology, Director of LSU Forensic Anthropology and Computer
Enhancement Services (FACES) Laboratory, Director of Louisiana Repository for Unidentified and
Missing Persons Information Database Program. Special interests include forensic anthropology and
analysis of prehistoric and historic skeletal collections from Louisiana with emphasis on growth and
development, pathology, burial patterning, and grave goods. She has co-authored many reports on Civil
War cemeteries in Louisiana, including Port Hudson, Centenary College, the Louisiana State Capitol
Grounds’ Cemetery, St. Stephen’s Church Cemetery, the Zachary Hospital Site, and the Natchez Colonial
Soldiers Site (Mississippi). Her publications include “In Vivo Facial Tissue Depth Measurements for
Children and Adults” (Manhein et al. 2000); “The Application of Geographic Information Systems and
Spatial Analysis to Assess Dumped and Subsequently Scattered Human Remains” (Manhein, et al. 2006);
and two books: TheBone Lady (1999 and 2000) and Trail of Boneg2005). E-mail is: gaman@]lsu.edu

ROB MANN, Ph.D. (2003) SUNY-Binghamton; Regional Archaeologist. His research interests include
historical archaeology, ethnohistory, North American fur trade and French colonial. Recent publications
include 2004 “Smokescreens: Tobacco, Pipes and the Transformational Power of Fur Trade Rituals.” In
Smoking and Culture: The Archaeology of Tobacco Pipes in Eastern Almithicg edited by Sean M.
Rafferty and Rob Mann, University of Tennessee Press, Knoxville; 2005 “Intruding on the Past: The
Reuse of Ancient Earthen Mounds by Native Americans.” Southeastern Archaeology(1):1-10; 2007
“True Portraitures of the Indians, and of Their Own Peculiar Conceits of Dress:” Discourses of Dress and
Identity in the Great Lakes, 1830-1850. Historical Archaeologyin press; and 2007 “From Ethnogenesis
to Ethnic Segmentation: Constructing Identity and Houses in Great Lakes Fur Trade Society.
International Journal for Historical Archaeologin press. E-mail: rmann2@lsu.edu.

KENT MATHEWSON, B.A. (1970) Antioch College (Geography); M.S. (1976) and Ph.D. (1987)
University of Wisconsin-Madison (Geography); Associate Professor of Geography. His primary interests
are cultural and historical geography, landscape archaeology, social theory and the history of geographic
thought. His regional interests are focused on Latin America (especially the Andean area and
Mesoamerica), the U.S. South and the Atlantic World. Publications include: Irrigation Horticulture in
Highland Guatemala; Culture, Form, and Pla@elitor); Prehispanic Agricultural Fields in the Andean

17



Region(co-editor); Rereading Cultural Geographyo-editor); Concepts in Human Geagphy(co-

editor); Culture, Land, and Legacy: Perspectives on Carl O. Sauer and Berkeley School Geggsaphy
editor); Dangerous Harvest: Drug Plants and the Transformation of Indigenous Landgcapshtor);
Carl Sauer on Culture and Landscape: Readiagd Commentarie&o-editor); and articles and book
chapters on prehistoric and traditional agriculture; history of geographical exploration and thought;

cultural and historical geography of Latin America. E-mail: kentm@lsu.edu

HEATHER McKILLOP, B.Sc., M.A. (1977, 1980) Trent University; Ph.D. (1987) University of
California-Santa Barbara; William G. Haag Professor of Archacology. She teaches courses in archaeology
and specializes in Maya archaeology-especially coastal and underwater Maya, trade, exploitation of
maritime resources, and human responses to sea level rise. She is a member of the Coastal Landscapes
and Cultures Research Group at LSU. She has ongoing fieldwork investigating ancient Maya wooden
architecture and the salt industry in a peat bog below the seafloor in Belize and takes graduate and
undergraduate students on the project, funded by National Science Foundation, National Geographic, the
LA Board of Regents, LSU, and other agencies. In 2008 she received an LSU Distinguished Faculty
Award and LSU “Rainmaker” award, as well as being an Archaeological Institute of America Lecturer.
Recent publications include Salt: White Gold of the Ancient May2008), The Ancient May#006), In
Searchof Maya Sea Trader@005), “One Hundred Salt Works!” In Research Reports in Belizean
Archaeologys: 251-260 (2008), “Finds in Belize document Late Classic Maya salt making and canoe
transport” Proceedings of the National Academy of Scien62s5630-5634 (2005), “Dental Indicators
of Diet and Health for the Postclassical Maya on Wild Cane Cay, Belize” (by Ryan Seidemann and
Heather McKillop) Ancient Mesoamericé8: 303-313 (2005), “GIS of the Maya Canoe Paddle Site”
(2007); “Hidden Landscapes of the Ancient Maya on the South Coast of Belize.” (Bretton Somers and
Heather McKillop. In Research Reports in Belizean Archaeold@p1-300 (2005), “Ancient Maya
Environment, Settlement, and Diet: Quantitative and GIS Analyses of Mollusca from Frenchman’s Cay”
(by Heather McKillop and Terance Winemiller). In Maya Zooarchaeologydited by Kitty Emery, pp.
57-80, Cotsen Institute of Archaeology, University of California-Los Angeles (2004), and “The Coral
Foundations of Coastal Maya Architecture” (by Heather McKillop, Aline Magnoni, Rachel Watson,
Shannon Ascher, Bryan Tucker, and Terance Winemiller), in Research Reports in Belizean Archaeology
1: 347-358. E-mail: hmckill@lsu.edu

STEVEN NAMIKAS, B.A. (1988) University of Windsor; M.S. (1992) Rutgers; Ph.D. (1999) Southern
California. Associate Professor of Geography. He teaches course in Coastal Geomorphology,
Environmental Monitoring and Instrumentation, Hydrology, Environmental Conservation and Physical
Geography. He is a field-oriented process geomorphologist with research interests in sediment transport,
aeolian processes, short-term beach and dune dynamics, beach hydrology, and instrumentation and
measurement techniques and theory. Representative publications include: “On the accuracy of a simple
low cost method for one person beach profiling,” Journal of Coastal Research007; “A conceptual
model of energy partitioning in the collision of saltating grains with a sediment bed,” Journal of Coastal
Research2006; “Field measurement and numerical modeling of aeolian mass-flux distributions on a
sandy beach,” Sedimentology2003; “A floating element drag plate for direct measurement of bed shear
stress during aeolian transport,” Journal of Sedimentary Resear@f02; “Wind-blown sand on beaches:
an evaluation of models”, Geomorphology]998. His research has been supported by the National
Science Foundation, Canadian National Science and Engineering Council, Chinese Natural Sciences
Foundation, Louisiana State Board of Regents, and Louisiana State University. Email: snamik1@lsu.edu

HELEN A. REGIS, B.A. (1987) Loyola University; M.A. (1992) Tulane University; Ph.D. (1997)
Tulane University. Associate Professor Anthropology. Research interests include Cultural Anthropology;
Public Space, Performance, Global Cities; Neoliberalism, Race & Racism, Cultural Activism; Africa &
Diaspora: Cameroon, Marseille, New Orleans. She has become increasingly interested in collaborative
research and the political economy of cultural industries. Books include, Caribbean and Southern:
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Transnational Perspectives on the US Sdauditor, 2006); Charitable Choices: Religion, Race, and
Poverty in the PosWelfare Era Fulbe Voicesvith John Bartkowski 2004); Fulbe Voices: Marriage,
Islam, and Mediine in Northern Cameroof2003). Her most recent publications include “Can There Be
a Critical Collaborative Anthropology? Creativity and Activism in the Seventh Ward” Collaborative
Anthropologiegwith Rachel Breunlin, 2009), “Producing the Folk at the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage
Festival.O Journal of American Folklo(evith Shana Walton, 2008) and “Putting the Ninth Ward on the
Map: Race, Place, and Transformation in Desire, New Orleans.” American Anthropologigtwith Rachel
Breunlin, 2006). She is an Associate Editor of NWSA Journa{2008-2012). E-mail: hregis1@lsu.edu.

KEVIN ROBBINS, B.S. (1977) Michigan State University in Physics; BMP (1978) Texas A & M
University in Meteorology; M.S. (1993) Clemson University in Engineering; Ph.D. (1988) North Carolina
State University in Engineering. He is the Director of the Southern Regional Climate Center and an
Associate Professor in Geography. His primary interests include automated collection, processing, and
dissemination of meteorological and climatological data and value-added products. Current work includes
project management of a national computer software system for collection, processing, and dissemination
of climatic data; design of a computer processing and storage system for meteorological upper air data.
Past experiences include weather forecasting in New York and Korea, design of drainage engineering
systems, and design of automated meteorological collection and processing systems. Recent publications
include, "Determination of Localized Statistical parameters for Disaggregation Modeling," ASAE Annual
International Meeting. 1998; "UCAN—Climate Information Now For The Next Century" First
Symposium on Integrated Observing Systems, 1997; "Unified Climate Access Network," Proceedings:
Sixth International Conference on Computers in Agriculture, 1996; "The RIP and WMRIP: New
Measures of Rainfall Intensity Distribution," Transactions of the ASAE, 1993; "Hurricane Emily: The
Near "Miss" of 1993," EOS, 1993; "A Chronologic Overview of Climatological and Hydrological
Aspects Associated with Hurricane Andrew and its Morphological Effects Along the Louisiana Coast,
U.S.A.," Shore and Beach, 1993. E-mail: krobbins@srcc.lsu.edu.

ROBERT V. ROHLI, B.A. (1989) University of New Orleans; M.S. (1991) Ohio State; Ph.D. (1995)
LSU; Associate Professor of Geography. His teaching and research interests are in physical geography,
particularly synoptic and applied meteorology/climatology, atmospheric circulation variability,
tropospheric ozone, and hydroclimatology. A few recent titles that represent Dr. Rohli's research interests
are as follows: "Hydroclimatological characteristics and atmospheric circulation anomalies associated
with the Gulf of Mexico hypoxic zone" Physical Geography'Seasonality of the northern hemisphere
circumpolar vortex" International Journal of ClimatologyJanuary northern hemisphere circumpolar
vortex variability and its relationship with hemispheric temperature and regional teleconnections"
International Journal of Climatology'Bowen ratio estimates over Lake Erie" Journal of Great Lakes
Research"Tropospheric ozone in Louisiana and synoptic circulation" Journal of Applied Meteorology
"Short-range projection of tropospheric ozone concentrations and exceedances in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana" Weather and Forecastingé-mail: garohl@lsu.edu.

WILLIAM C. ROWE, JR., BSLA (1988) Georgetown University; MA (1996) University of Texas at
Austin; Ph.D. (2002) University of Texas at Austin; Assistant Professor of Geography and the
International Studies Program. He teaches courses in economic geography, geography of religion,
regional geography of Central Asia and Afghanistan, and regional geography of North Aftrica and the
Middle East. He has carried out extensive fieldwork in Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco, Tajikistan, and
Afghanistan focusing on rural development, rural economy, religion, geo-linguistics, and historic
geography. He has written on the religious renaissance in the former Soviet Central Asian republics, the
economy of small-scale farming in Tajikistan, and historic, environmental, and economic issues in
Central Asia and Afghanistan inclusive of "Cultural Muslims - The Evolution of Muslim Identity in
Soviet and Post-Soviet Central Asia", 2006; "The Wakhan Corridor: Endgame of the Great Game", 2009;
and "Central Asia and Afghanistan”, 2009. E-mail: rowe@lsu.edu.
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REBECCA SAUNDERS, B.A. (1977) Florida State University; M.A. (1986) University of Florida;
Ph.D. (1992) University of Florida; Associate Professor of Anthropology; Associate Curator of
Anthropology. Rebecca Saunders teaches courses in Louisiana archaeology and Contact Period studies.
She is advisor to graduate students working in Southeastern archaeology, and, through her forensic work
in the Former Yugoslavia and Guatemala, students studying forensics. Saunders’ archaeological research
focuses on human coastal adaptations through time and the invention and development of pottery—
especially the use of surface decoration to convey information on social groupings and interaction
networks. More broadly, her research is designed to describe and interpret the evolution of native
lifeways from the Middle and Late Archaic (8000-2500 B.P.) through the Spanish mission period (A.D.
1565-1704). The results of her recent, multidisciplinary effort to chart cultural adaptations to dynamic
coastal environments during the period between 7200 B.P. and 3600 B.P. will be published this summer
in Palynology Saunders, Rebecca, John Wrenn, William Krebs, and Vaughn M. Bryant: Coastal
Dynamics and Cultural Occupations on Choctawhatchee Bay, Florida (in press). A reconsideration of her
Mission Period research will also be out in 2009: Stability and Ubiquity: Irene, Altamaha, and San
Marcos Pottery in Time and Space. In Kathleen Deagan and David HurstThomas (editors) From Santa
Elena to St. Augustine: Indigenous ceramic variability (A.D. 11D00). Anthropological Papers of the
American Museum of Natural History. Her latest book, edited with Christopher T. Hays, is Early Pottery:
Technology, Function, Style, and Interaction in the Lower Sout(@@st). E-mail: rsaunde@lsu.edu

ANDREW SLUYTER, B.A. (1987) University of British Columbia; M.A. (1990) University of British
Columbia; Ph.D. (1995) University of Texas at Austin; Assistant Professor of Geography. His research
and teaching focus on landscape transformations associated with European colonization of the Americas,
especially Latin America; the relationships among science, native peoples, development, and
environmental conservation; long-term change in agricultural and pastoral landscapes; and social theory.
Recent publications include Colonialism and Landscape: Postcolonial Theory and Applicatipfé2);
“The Role of Material/Conceptual Landscape Transformation in the Emergence of the Pristine Myth:
Insights from Early Colonial Mexico” in Geographical Political Ecologyedited by Karl S. Zimmerer and
Thomas J. Bassett (2003); and “Colonialism and Landscape in the Americas: Material/Conceptual
Transformations and Continuing Consequences” in Annals of the Association of American Geographers
(2001). E-mail: asluyter@lsu.edu

ROBERT TAGUE, B.A. and B.S. (1973) Duke University, in anthropology and zoology; M.A. (1980) in
anthropology, and Ph.D. (1986) in biology, Kent State University; Professor of Anthropology. His
current research is fourfold: (1) functional anatomy and evolution of the human pelvis, with particular
reference to obstetrics and sexual dimorphism, (2) anatomical correlates and evolutionary significance of
variation in the number of vertebrae in humans, (3) relationship between natural selection and variability
within a species, and (4) paleopathological and paleodemographic study of a large, prehistoric Native
American skeletal population. Recent publications include “Costal process of the first sacral vertebra:
sexual dimorphism and obstetrical adaptation” in American Journal of Physical Anthropolo@@007, Vol.
132), “Big-bodied males help us recognize that females have big pelvises” in American Journal of
Physical Anthropology2005, Vol. 127), and “Pelvic sexual dimorphism in a metatherian, Didelphis
virginiana: implications for eutherians” in Journal of Mammalogy2003, Vol. 84).

E-mail: rtague@lsu.edu.

FAHUI WANG, B.S. (1988) in geography from Peking University, China; M.A. (1993) in economics
from Ohio State; Ph.D. (1995) in city and regional planning from Ohio State. Professor of Geography.
Director of Chinese Culture and Commerce Program. Dr. Wang's earlier work was on the spatial and
economic structure of systems of cities, urban and regional development in developing countries,
intraurban structure, job access and commuting. His recent research has focused on GIS and spatial
analysis applications in crime and health studies, and urban and regional analysis in China. His work has
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been supported by the National Institute of Justice, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development, the National Institutes of Health, and the National Science Foundation. E-mail:
fwang@lsu.edu

LEI WANG, B.S. (1997) Beijing University, China; M.S. (2000) Institute of Remote Sensing
Applications, Chinese Academy of Sciences; Ph.D. (2006) Texas A&M University. Assistant Professor of
Geography. Dr. Lei Wang teaches undergraduate and graduate courses in Geographic Information
Science, Principle of remote sensing, Digital Image Processing, and Watershed modeling. He is interested
in GIS-based spatial modeling in Hydrology and Geomorphology, Landforms and feature extraction,
watershed and floodplain analysis, and Terrestrial Remote Sensing. Representative publications include:
“Conceptual framework and numerical algorithms for object-based analysis of coastal morphological
changes with airborne LiDAR surveys”, International Journal of Geographical Information Sciences
2008. “Mapping detention basins and deriving their spatial attributes from Airborne LiDAR data for
hydrological applications,” Hydrological Processe2008”, “Identification and filling of surface
depressions in massive digital elevation models for hydrological modeling”, International Journal of
Geographic Information Scienc2006 , His research is supported by National Aeronautics and Space
Administration. Current research projects include mapping and modeling coast erosion and storm surge
hazards, remote sensing of urban impervious surface dynamics and detention basin models in GIS. E-
mail: leiwang@lsu.edu.

Active Retired Faculty

ANTHONY J. LEWIS, B.S. (1962) West Chester State College; M.S. (1968) Oregon State University;
Ph.D. (1971) University of Kansas; Emeritus Professor of Geography with interests in physical geography
and the collection, processing, interpretation, and presentation of remotely sensed data. His major field of
emphasis and publication has been the geomorphic and hydrologic applications of side-looking radar
imagery and the use of multi-spectral imagery for mapping renewable resources. He has served as a
consultant on the applications of remote sensing data in New Zealand, Korea, China, Japan, and Indonesia
and has presented lectures on the same topic in Mexico, Colombia, Canada and Australia. Current
research projects include the mapping coastline change, analysis of digital radar data of Louisiana, the
remote sensing of environmentally altered waste sites, and the preparation of a textbook, Manual of
Remote Sensing, 1998. E-mail address: galewi@lsu.edu

ROBERT A. MULLER, B.A. (1958) Rutgers University; M.A. (1959); Ph.D. (1962) Syracuse
University. He is the former Director of the Southern Regional Climate Center (SRCC). The SRCC is
responsible for climatic data, informational services, and applied research for a six-state region including
Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Tennessee. He also is the project leader of the
agroclimatic program of studies and research, as well as the real-time-automated network of agroclimatic
stations in Louisiana. His research interests focus on applications of synoptic weather types and water-
budget models to environmental and economic interactions, especially streamflow and flooding. E-mail
address: rmuller@srcc.lsu.edu.

MILES RICHARDSON, B.S. (1957) Stephen F. Austin State College, Nacogdoches, Texas, in biology
and history; Ph.D. (1965) Tulane University, in anthropology; Emeritus Professor. He is intrigued by how
people use place in the construction of both their everyday and sacred realities. His research centers
mainly on Spanish America and the American South. Among his scholarly publications are San Pedro,
Colombia, The Human Mirrofeditor), and Place: Experience and Symlgeditor). He also writes fiction
and poetry; Cry Lonesome and other Accounts of the Anthropologist's Prajetitins stories of the
anthropologist at work and illustrations by Mary Lee Eggart. "The Poetics of a Resurrection: Re-Seeing
30 Years of Change in a Colombian Community and in the Anthropological Enterprise," American
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Anthropologist(1997). His most recent work is Beingin-Christ and Putting Death iits Place: An
Anthropologist Account of Christian Performance in Spanish America and the America Gotitintly,
in an attempt to address our presence in nature, he is hard at work on a manuscript titled ‘Re(pro)claiming
the Anthropocentric Voice in Postmodern, Celebratory Discourse.” E-mail address: gamile@lsu.edu.

H. JESSE WALKER, Boyd Professor Emeritus, A.B. (1947), M.A. (1954) University of California-

Berkeley; Ph.D. (1960) Louisiana State University. Dr. Walker continues research in Alaska and China.
His latest books are co-edited volumes entitled The Evaluation of Geomorphology.

Associated & Adjunct Faculty (members of other departments)

MIKE BLUM, Ph.D. (1991) University of Texas at Austin; Adjunct and Professor of Geology and
Geophysics. His research interests include clastic sedimentology, earth surface processes and quaternary
geology, responses of fluvial and coastal depositional systems to climate change, sea-level change, and
active tectonics. E-mail: mblum@geol.lsu.edu.

DEWITT BRAUD JR., B.S. (1971) Louisiana State University; M.A. (1976) Michigan State University;
Instructor/Manager in Geography. He teaches Remote Sensing and GIS applications and provides
technical assistance in the CADGIS lab. Primary interests include spatial analysis and GIS modeling,
environmental remote sensing and image processing. He has consulted and published on a variety of
projects including the Louisiana Coastal GIS Network, wetland sensitivity, a remote sensing training
manual for NASA, interpretive structural modeling, and satellite classification of Louisiana wetlands, and
a Louisiana oil spill contingency plan map. He is currently working on shoreline delineation from satellite
data, developing an on-line Statewide GIS for Louisiana, merging tm and spot data and a CD-ROM for
oil spill response. E-mail: dbraud1 @lsu.edu

LYNNE CARTER began her career as a marine biologist and earned advanced degrees in marine
science (MS), science policy (MMA), and science education (Ph.D.) with an emphasis on climate change.
With the US Global Change Research Program, she became the Regional Liaison to all of the 19 regions
for the U.S. National Assessment of the Potential Consequences of Climate Variability and. 3tange
has developed and taught semester long and short courses on climate change issues for both formal
education and informally for the interested public and informal educators (e.g. museums, nature centers,
etc), including the Public Understanding of Scienae an invited teaching fellow at the Environmental
Change Institute at Oxford University. She is now the Associate Director for the Southern Climate
Impacts Planning Program (SCIPP) and the Associate Director for the Sustainability Agenda. She has
authored and contributed to numerous documents around climate change including the recently (June,
2009) White House released: Global Climate Change Impacts in the United Sta®s: is the director of
a non-profit organization: the Adaptation Network, a project of the Earth Island Institute, and works with
communities and others to build resiliency by developing adaptations to a changing climate. She is
Associate Director of the NOAA Risa Project and Coastal Sustainability. E-mail: lynne@srcc.lsu.edu

DONALD DAVIS, B.A. (1967), in geography, Cal-State University, Hayward (now Cal-State East Bay),
M.A. (1969) and Ph.D. (1973) in geography and marine science Louisiana State University; Director
Emeritus and Oral Historian, LSU Sea Grant. His professional career has focused on investigating various
human/land issues in Louisianas wetlands. His current research involves developing an oral history and
photo archives related to the coastal plain. In this regard, he is developing, along with a colleague at the
University of Louisiana, Lafayette (ULL), a large digital record that will be public accessible and stored
at LSU, ULL, and LSU Sea Grant. Currently the effort has put in a digital format more than 20,000 paper-
based historical items. Recent professional activity includes: presenting his 360th public lecture and his
190th professional paper; conducted his 105th field trip; hosted and chaired his 180th professional
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meeting; and is currently working on a number of journal-length manuscripts.
E-mail: don.lsu.davis@gmail.com

RACHEL DOWTY, B.S. (1996) and M.S. (1998), Southeastern Louisiana University in biology and
wetlands biology, and Ph.D. (2008) in Science and Technology Studies, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute;
Adjunct in Anthropology and Assistant Professor in Disaster Science. Her current research focuses on (1)
ecological and cultural responses to crisis, disaster, and stress, (2) institutional coordination and belief
systems, and (3) social anthropology of science and technology. Selected publications include Brain
sciences in Battleground: Science and Technology [2008, Vol.1, Greenwood Press], Critical pedagogy in
The Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology [2007, Vol. 2 (C)], and Phytoremediation of small-sale oil
spills in fresh marsh environments: a mesocosm simulation in Marine Environmental Research (2001,
Vol. 52). E-mail: rdowty1 @lsu.edu

BROOKS ELLWOOD, Ph.D. (1977) University of Rhode Island; Adjunct and Professor of Geology
and Geophysics. His research interests include geophysics, stratigraphy, geoarchaeology, and
magnetic/geophysical/geoarchaeological studies in Europe, Africa, Asia and North America. Dr. Ellwood
has authored and co-authored a number of articles and book chapters including, a chapter entitled
“Paleoclimate delineation using Magnetic Susceptibility data” in Monograph on FontZchevade Cafie
mail: ellwood@lsu.edu.

MELANIE GALL, Ph.D. (2007) University of South Carolina; Assistant Professor, Stephenson Disaster
Management Institute. Research Interests include: Geospatial Technologies in Emergency Management,
Hazard and Vulnerability Assessments, Hazard Mitigation, Hazard Epidemiology, Environmental Justice.
Her work and research experience include quantification of social vulnerability, spatial and temporal
modeling of populations at risk, flood and hurricane impact assessments, and the analysis of federal
emergency management policies. Recent publications include: "Hurricane Katrina surge delineation:
implications for future storm surge forecasts and warnings (forthcoming)." Natural HazardgG. Melton,
M. Gall, J. T. Mitchell, and S. L. Cutter. "When do losses count? Six fallacies of loss data from natural
hazards." Bulletin of the American Meteorological Societyi: 10.1175/2008BAMS2721.1, 2009. M.
Gall., K. Borden, and S.L. Cutter. "Assessing flood hazard zones in the absence of digital floodplain
maps: a comparison of alternative approaches." Natural Hazards Revieydoi:10.1061/(ASCE)1527-
6988(2007)8:1(1), 2007. M. Gall, B. J. Boruff, and S. L. Cutter. "The long road home: race, class, and
recovery from Hurricane Katrina." Environmentdoi:10.3200/ENVT.48.2.8-20, 2006. S. L. Cutter, C. T.
Emrich, J. T. Mitchell, B. J. Boruff, M. Gall, M. Schmidtlein, C. Burton, and G. Melton. E-mail:

gallm@lsu.edu

CHARLES (CHIP) MCGIMSEY, B.S. (1978) University of Idaho in Wildlife Resources; Ph.D. (1995)
in Anthropology, Southern Illinois University. Currently Louisiana State Archaeologist and Director of
the Division of Archaeology, Office of Cultural Development, Department of Culture, Recreation and
Tourism. He has worked in the public and private sectors of archaeology throughout his career, primarily
in Arkansas, Illinois and Louisiana. Prior to his current position, he was Southwest Regional
Archaeologist for the state, based at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette. His research interests
include the Middle Woodland (Marksville) period and the Archaic period within the Lower Mississippi
Valley, and coastal and fluvial geomorphology and human adaptation to those changing environments.
Publications include "The Rings of Marksville" in Southeastern Archaeology (Vol 22, 2003), "An
Exploration into Archaeology's Past: The 1926 Expedition of Henry B. Collins, Jr. in Louisiana in
Louisiana Archaeology (Vol 26, 2005), and "Marksville Then and Now: 75 Years of Digging" (with
Katherine M. Roberts, H. Edwin Jackson, and Michael L. Hargrave) in Louisiana Archaeology (Vol. 26,
2005). E-mail: cmcgimsey@crt.state.la.us
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KAREN MCKEE, B.S. (1972) in zoology, Mississippi State University; M.S. (1977) in botany, North
Carolina State University; Ph.D. (1993) in botany, Louisiana State University; currently Research
Ecologist, U.S. Geological Survey-National Wetlands Research Center in Lafayette, LA. Her general
research area is in the field of wetland plant ecology, particularly salt marsh and mangrove ecosystems.
She has studied various aspects of wetlands, most recently focusing on how wetlands are affected by and
respond to global change factors such as sea-level rise, elevated atmospheric CO2 (carbon dioxide),
weather extremes, and hurricane disturbance. Much of this work addresses the complex interrelationships
among plants, animals, and their environment (biocomplexity) and the emergent properties of ecosystems
that arise from these feedback processes--properties such as resilience to disturbance and habitat
stability. Recent publications include ?Elevated CO2 stimulates marsh elevation gain, counterbalancing
sea-level rise, Proceedings National Academy of Sciences (2009, Vol. 106) and Hurricane Katrina
sediment slowed elevation loss in subsiding brackish marshes of the Mississippi River delta, Wetlands
(2009. Vol. 29). E-mail: karen mckee@usgs.gov

ELIJAH RAMSEY IIL Ph.D. (1988) South Carolina; Adjunct and Team Leader with USGS National
Wetlands Research Center. Dr. Ramsey’s interests include remote sensing and GIS, water quality, coastal
and hydrology. E-mail: elijah _ramsey@usgs.gov

PETER SUTHERLAND, D. Phil (1988) in Cultural Anthropology from Oxford University; 1986, B.A.
in Professional Photography at the Polytechnic of Central London; 1976, M.A. in South Asian Area
Studies (specializing in Ethnomusicology) from the School of Oriental & African Studies, London
University; 1971, R.I.LB.A. (Part 1), Architectural Association, London; 1968, B.A., French & German,
New College, Oxford University. Peter worked as an Architect and Photographer before switching to
Cultural Anthropology. He helped to establish and directed the LSU International Studies Program, 2001-
2005. His research interests in South Asia and the Black Atlantic link the historical anthropology of
religion, memory and mediation with the broader topics of colonialism, globalization, neoliberalism and
the construction of space. Recent publications include: 2008 “Walking Middle Passage History in
Reverse: Internet Pilgrimage, Virtual Communitas and World Recathexis.” Etnofoor20 (1): 31-61; 2008
“The Afterlife of Art.” In Continental Shif The Art of Edouard Duval CarriZEdited by Edward
Sullivan. Buenas Aires: Arte al Dia; 2006 “Vodun and the Hypervisualization of Africa.” International
Association for the Study @faditional Environments Working Paper Serd95-6; 2006
“T(r)opologies of Rule (Raj): Ritual Sovereignty and Theistic Subjection.” European Bulletin of
Himalayan Researc?9-30: 82-119; 2003/4 “Local Representations of History and the History of Local
Representation: Timescapes of Theistic Agency in the Western Himalayas.” European Bulletin of
Himalayan Research5/26: 80-118. 2002 “Ancestral Slaves and Diasporic Tourists: Retelling History by
Reversing Movement in a Counternationalist Vodun Festival from Benin.” In Africanizing Knowledge:
African Studies Across the Diptines Edited by Toyin Falola and Christian Jennings. New Brunswick &
London: Transactions Publishers, pp. 65-85. E-mail: psuther@lsu.edu

Staff

MARY LEE EGGART, B.F.A. (1976) Louisiana State University; M.F.A. (1979) Louisiana State
University; Research Associate in the Cartographic Section and Instructor in Geography. She teaches
GEOG 2039: Introduction to Cartographic Design and Graphic Presentation. She designs and produces
maps, illustrations, PowerPoint presentations, conference posters, and publication layouts for the faculty
and is available to students as well to advise them on their cartographic and design needs. She is also a
professional artist who has had her work exhibited in regional and national juried exhibitions. E-mail:
meggart@]lsu.edu.
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FARRELL JONES, B.S., Louisiana State University (1981); M.S.Sy.Sc., Louisiana State University
(1984). Associate Director of the CADGIS Research Laboratory. He is interested in geographic
information systems (GIS) and web applications. He has worked in the areas of geospatial data
distribution, vector and raster analysis, terrain modeling, web design, web mapping, web services,
database design, and system management. He has expertise in programming, relational databases, web
servers, and the management of computing environments. He is the designer and current web master for
"Atlas: The Louisiana Statewide GIS" (http://atlas.lsu.edu) which is a web site dedicated to promoting the
sharing of GIS and mapping information about the state of Louisiana.

Departmental and Office Staff

The departmental and office staff will be of great assistance to you during your graduate career.
Introduce yourself to them when you arrive and treat them with kindness and courtesy. The office
personnel are usually quite busy, so please be considerate of their time. Here's a brief list of some of the
many ways the staff will be helping you as graduate students:

VICKI TERRY (227 Howe-Russell) coordinates online registration (REGGIE) for permission of
instructor classes and course full registration. All room reservations must be made through her; see her if
you need to schedule a meeting, lecture, or exam in one of the classrooms or seminar rooms. Travel
authorizations and paperwork for field trips are also handled by her. She handles tests, copying, and key
distribution. She maintains lists of our department's theses/dissertations titles, and alumni addresses—
upon graduation please leave your home address and phone number with her.

CLIFFORD DUPLECHIN (DUPE) (430 Howe-Russell) manages the Cartographic Section, which
includes drafting and darkroom facilities. He can provide advice on the preparation of illustrations for
graduate student theses or dissertations. Graduate students presenting department-approved talks may use
the services of the section for preparation of slides at a reduced fee.

DANA SANDERS (227 Howe-Russell Geoscience Complex) is the graduate secretary and works directly
with the graduate director. See her immediately when you are hired on an assistantship as she handles
paperwork for graduate assistants. This should be your first stop for general departmental questions. She
keeps an updated list of graduate students' addresses and phone numbers. Be sure to provide this
information as soon as you are settled. (See Form #1 Personal Data Sheet). Furthermore, if you move,
don't forget to inform the main office of your new address and phone. She also handles the payroll and
paperwork for student workers.

LINDA STRAIN (227 Howe-Russell Geoscience Complex) is responsible for grant activities of the
department and its faculty including pre-proposal, proposal, budget development, and administration.

NEDDA TAYLOR (227 Howe-Russell) manages the departmental office. She is in charge of all budget

matters, purchase orders, petty cash, and other money matters, personnel forms, administrative staff
coordination, and staff hiring.

Policies and Guidelines for Graduate Students

The Department of Geography and Anthropology has long enjoyed a reputation of scholarly and
instructional excellence. These guidelines are designed to assist you in achieving the excellence we
expect of incipient professionals in geography and anthropology.
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Graduate Student Responsibility

Graduate students must assume full responsibility for knowledge of rules and regulations of the
Graduate School and departmental requirements concerning their individual degree programs. Since
requirements and programs are subject to change, students should at all times be aware of current
regulations.

I. General Graduate Program Policies

1. Graduate students represent the department. We expect that you will be professional in appearance,
manner, correspondence, and public presentation.

2. Instructing undergraduates at LSU is one of our primary missions. We urge that you assist them with
good cheer and respect.

3. Professionals in geography and anthropology nurture the following characteristics: punctuality,
efficiency, and clarity. Accordingly, we discourage incomplete grades in courses, sloppy work and
work-habits, and disorganized research and instructalpresentation.

4. We urge all incoming students to become involved in the Geography and Anthropology Society
(GAS)—the department's organization of graduate students and faculty.

5. The Forum, a series of scholarly public lectures, is an integral part of the department's scholarly life.
They are customarily held on Friday afternoons, and all graduate students are expected to attend
these lectures Attendance is compulsory for graduate assistants.

6. All students presenting papers at professional conferences are required to participate in a
departmental paper practice sessiorganized for that conference. All graduate students and
fellowship assistants are expected to participate in these practice sessions, listening to other students’
papers and providing critique where appropriate as part of their duties.

7. Latitudesis the department's newsletter. Graduate students should provide newsletter copy describing
newsworthy accomplishments (conferences attended, talks presented, papers published, grants,
honors or awards received, etc.) to the main office.

8. Graduate teaching assistants should familiarize themselves with all University and departmental
procedures pertaining to instructional responsibilities. Advanced geography doctoral students on
assistantships often have the opportunity to teach introductory courses in physical and human
geography.

9. Advanced masters and doctoral graduate students are often invited to make scholarly presentations to
incoming students. These presentations highlight research design, preliminary data analysis, and
provisional conclusions.

10. At the beginning of each semester, all graduate students must complete Forms #1 and #1a. Please
give these to the graduate secretary during the first week of classes.

11. All graduate students must complete an annual evaluation form on their research and
communications activities during the preceding year. These are due on or before February bf each
year. Graduate assistant awards will be based, in part, upon these reports. (For further explanation of
the annual report, see Form #2 in the Required Forms section of this manual.)

12. Graduate examinations and credentials checks. Prior to signing the Graduate School forms requesting
master's final, doctoral general, and doctoral final examinations, the chair requires the departmental
graduate office to perform a credentials check. You must provide enough lead-time for the credentials
check (one (1) week). The chair will not sign off until these checks are completecopy is retained
in your file. This is especially important, since the Graduate School will contact the graduate director
concerning any questions or problems with the content of the form. If our graduate office isn't given a
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I11.

copy of the form, resolution of any problems will be delayed and it could affect your graduation date.

Procedures for Use of Departmental Services

. Mail. Incoming mail is delivered to the department twice a day (morning and afternoon). Faculty and

graduate student mail slots are located in the department's Culture Hearth (239 Howe-Russell
Geoscience Complex). Outgoing stampednail may be deposited in the bin located in the mailroom.
Approval is required by the chair for outgoing mail sent via the department.

. MessagesPhone messages received by the departmental office staff will be placed in your mailbox.
. Phone usagéerhe main office phone is not available for student use. Fax facilities are available in the

main office, but only with chair approval and reimbursement of costs.

. PhotocopyingThe department office copier is located in 232 Howe-Russell Geoscience Complex.

Graduate students normally may not use the office copier for their course work or for personal
purposes. Campus copying machines are located on the first floor lobby of the annex and in
Middleton Library (coin-operated machines on every floor and self-service machines in the Copy
Service Room, 225 Middleton). Photocopy stores near campus include Kinko's (159 State St.).
a. Authorized Copying by Graduate Studefisuse the department copier, an authorized code
number is required; the code allows variable copies and it may be renewed. If you are authorized
to use the copier, obtain the appropriate code from the secretary in the main office. When using
the copier, ask for office assistance in reloading paper or if a breakdown occurs. Use of
departmental copying services by graduate students is authorized for:
*  Graduate assistants teaching a course.
*  Graduate assistants doing authorized copying for a faculty member.
* A graduate student with a code number assigned to his/her own grant.
*  Special one-time requests approved by the chair.

b. Authorized Copy Submission and Turnaroutigou have been authorized to copy, see the
main office for a current copy code. On submitting copy requests for tests, please fill out a work
order and attach it to the documents. Allow sufficient lead time. Under normal circumstances,
main office jobs will be returned within three days.

. Typing In general, all typing is the personal responsibility of each graduate student. A typewriter is

available for graduate student use in the Culture Hearth.

. Online RegistrationAll LSU students are responsible for registering using PAWS. Independent

reading and research courses, thesis and dissertation hours, and courses needing special departmental
approval must be cleared through the department and the instructor you plan to work with. Students
registering for independent study or resedr courses must fill out the departmental form and

return it to Vicki Terry. Failure to do so will result in the cancellation of your registration for these

courses

. Travel When traveling on state, University, department, or research grant funds, certain procedures

are necessary, even if you are simply arranging a vehicle for a field trip. Proper procedure is even
more important if you expect reimbursement for all or part of your travel costs. You must see Dana
Sanders on these matters several weeks prior to intended travel. The travel regulations and procedures
that you should be most aware of as a graduate student are the following:

Field Trips and Travel to Meetings, Conferences, and Conventions Funded All or In-Part with State
Money
a. All University travel must be authorized in advan¢®equest for Authorization to Travel"
forms are available from Dana in the main office.
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b. With rare exceptions, all arrangements for transportation and accommodations on state funds
mustbe made through the travel agency contracted by the University. Reimbursement for
transportation and lodging arranged on your own, without going through the contracted travel
agency, will notbe authorized. See Dana for specifics on this regulation.

c. [Itis extremely important that you keep good travel records and save your receipti you are
expecting reimbursement. A "Travel Expense Voucher" form with receipts must be submitted
within 10 days of your return from your trip. This form and a copy of the current
reimbursement rates may be obtained from the graduate office secretary. It is a good idea to
make a copy of your receipts before you turn them in since they will not be returned by the
LSU Office of Accounting Services.

d. University-supplied cash advances for travel are generally not available—a big problem for
graduate students on limited budgets. See the chair for assistance if this regulation prevents
you from attending a conference or taking a necessary trip.

e. On a department-sponsored trip or field expedition, the faculty member in charge will
probably take care of most of the above regulations, however, in any travel situation, always
find out in advancewhat responsibilities are entailed concerning authorization, receipts, and
reimbursement.

f. Graduate students delivering research papers at professional meetings are eligible for travel
grant support from the Graduate School (up to $500) and the College of Arts and Sciences
($50). Students should pick up an application for "GRADS Award" in 127 David Boyd.
Funds are awarded on a first-come, first-served basis, SO apply early in each semest&iou
can only be funded once per academic year, and up to a maximum of three times for the
duration of your study. For travel related to graduate student fieldwork, funds are also
available via the Robert C. West and Richard J. Russell Field Research Awards (discussed in
Part I'V of this manual).

8. Cartographic Section Policy on Graduate Student GrapHibas Cartographic Section does not
provide cartographic services to graduate students for thesis or dissertation illustrations or black-and-
white illustrations for publication in scholarly journals. Illustrations for papers co-authored by a
student and a faculty member must be submitted initially by the faculty member. The section will
occasionally provide presentation graphics for students presenting papers at conferences. The student
must first meet with one of the section's staff to explain his or her graphic needs. A rough draft of the
desired illustration and the exact date of the presentation are required. The staff member will give the
student a signed estimate of the cost of the project. The estimate must then be submitted to the
department chair for final approval. Once approved, the student must submit the project and the
signed approval as soon as possible to the Cartographic Section. It is recommended that the initial
request be made at least three weeks before the finished project is needed. The section reserves the
right to refuse any graduate student project due to lack of time or work load.

I11. Procedures Related to Departmental Space

1. The Culture Heartlis a public space made available for all geographers and anthropologists. Located
in 239 Howe-Russell Geoscience Complex, the Culture Hearth houses graduate student mail boxes,
binders with jobs in geography and anthropology, various reading and reference materials, and a
typewriter for general use.

2. Space AssignmeniSraduate student space assignments are made prior to each semester by the chair
and the Graduate Director. Problems pertaining to an assignment should be reported to the Graduate
Director. Graduate student office or desk space is extremely limited and is allocated on the basis of
the following priorities:
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a. Instructors or graduate students with assistantships who are totally responsible for

teaching a course.
Graduate students with departmental teaching assistantships.

c. Graduate students with assistantships who are assigned to specific research labs or

departmental units (i.e. CADGIS, Computer Mapping Sciences, State Climate Office, etc.),

d. All other graduate students with departmental assistantships.

e. Research assistants not on the department's budget.

3. Keys and Saurity. Office and building entrance keys are available through Vicki Terry in the main
office. Students receiving keys to department space must pay a deposit of $6 per key.

If accidentally locked out of your office during the day, see Vicki for temporary loan of a
duplicate key. If you are locked out after office hours, call Campus Police (578-3231). Due to our
large inventory of sophisticated equipment, security is a matter of great concern. Please make sure
the outside doors are securely locked on eimtg and leaving beyond normal working hours.

At the end of the semester, please clean out your office if you are not eligible for departmental
space the following semester and be sure to turn in any keys that are no longer applicable for your
work assignment. In addition, be sure to turn in all of your keys when you graduate. Your deposit
will be returned only when your keys are returned to the main office.

4. Other Safety ConcernBon't leave valuables unattended, especially in the library or in plain sight in
your car. Thefts in the library and in parking lots are fairly common. Occasionally, a run of thefts
occurs in unlocked offices and classrooms in the Howe-Russell Geoscience Complex; so don't leave
backpacks, purses, calculators, etc. unattended.

For women students especially, be on guard when you are in a campus building alone or on campus at
night. Campus Transit will help you get to your car or residence hall (on campus only) after dark. For
more information on this service, call 578-5555.

5. Physical PlantPublic spaces in the department should make a crisp and professional appearance.
Faculty and students are urged to report physical plant problems to the chair who will bring them to
the attention of the building coordinator. Some examples of these problems are painting, vandalism,
trashy halls and unkempt bathrooms (we can all help here), inclement room temperatures, empty or
dated exhibits and bulletin boards, etc.

6. Bulletin Boards and Exhibit Cas€Bhese media are among the most vital for communicating with
students and promoting department programs and activities. All display materials and requests for
display should be directed to Vicki in the main office.

IV. Procedures for the Use of Specific Departmental Units and Equipment

1. Computer Mapping Sciences Laborat@229 Howe-Russell Geoscience Complex). Graduate
students are encouraged to use word processing and statistical software located in the CMS Lab for
research and course work. You are responsible for your own training on the various software
packages, but a lab assistant is on duty during operating hours to answer questions. CMS also has a
library of quick guides for various software packages. You should reserve a time slot in advanceto
work on a specific computer. Sign-up sheets are located on a bulletin board just inside the door. You
must provide your own storage device (e.g. flash drive or external hard drive) for file storage. The
department absorbs the costs of computers, software, printers, toner, and paper; making multiple
copies of your papers or other writing is strictly prohibited, however. Do not abuse this privilege.
Operating hours are posted on the CMS Lab door. Additional guidelines for CMS usage will be
posted in the lab.

2. CADGIS(215 Design Building). This lab is a joint project between Geography and Anthropology and
the School of Design. The lab's graphic systems can help tremendously with both research papers and
theses. For use of some items, you will need permission from the systems manager, Farrell Jones.
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3. Other departmental laboratorieSee the faculty member in charge of the lab for permission to use
the facility.

4. EquipmentA variety of field and research equipment is housed in the department. Permission to sign
out or use various items must be arranged with the faculty member in charge of each piece of
equipment.

V. Instructional Responsibilities for Graduate Teaching Assistants

It is University and departmental policy that all graduate assistants who instruct regular classes
(including those who are ABD or on an assistantship) will have a regular faculty member designated as
his/her supervisor and will receive "in-service" training appropriate to the conduct of a particular course.
In addition, the department will maintain a regular evaluation procedure for that instructor. International
students whose native language is not English may not be assigned duties requiring proficiency in spoken
English until proficiency has been certified. Certification must be obtained through the English as a
Second Language Prograimthe Department of English.

The following list enumerates expected instructional practice in the department:

1. SyllabusTo be handed out on the first meeting of each course; a copy should be placed in the
department's master file in the main office. The syllabus should contain course outline, textbooks,
course requirements (evaluation, papers, etc.), and faculty and GA office hours.

2. Office Hours A minimum of two scheduled hours per week (list on syllabus) and TBA are required
for office hours. Please be available when you have so indicated.

3. Class Assignment&rading should be performed soon after students turn in an assignment. If we
expect punctuality by students, they have a right to expect prompt reporting of our evaluations. Keep
one copy of all handout materials (including tests) in your files.

4. Instructor Attendancdnstructors should meet all classes. In cases in which the instructor has an
excused absence (e.g., illness or professional conference), he/she should notify the chair of the
absence and indicate how the class(es) will be covered.

5. Audiovisual Materiad and EquipmenMany rooms are equipped with overhead and screen. Other
specialized equipment and materials may be ordered from the University provided sufficient lead
time. AV assistance is available in the department's graduate office. A video projector, wall maps,
globes, and other geographical materials are available in the CIC (map library) on the third floor.

6. RecruitmentInstructors and Graduate Assistants should make an effort to encourage the best under-
graduates to major in geography or anthropology. A kind word, an invitation to GAS and the
department events, and the like will earn dividends in attracting good students into the department.

7. Grades Grades must be turned in complete and on time to the main office.

8. Test GradingScantron grading is available in the department. See the main office for details.
Undergraduate students should purchase appropriate test forms at the bookstore in the LSU Union.

9. Student Evaluations\ll courses must be evaluated by students near the end of the semester. Please
check on procedures with the main office.

10. End of Semester ResponsibilitiBsfore leaving the University, all instructors must leave their grade
books and a phone number where they may be reached with the main office.

11. MiscellaneousExtraordinary issues, especially matters of harassmerhould be reported
immediately to the chair.

VI. Faculty-Graduate Student Matters

1. Graduate Assistant (GAs) Assignmentsmade by the graduate director and chair. GAs should
report to their assignment at the start of every semester. At the end of the semester, GAs are required

30



to remain on duty through final examinations and until final grades are submitted.

2. Graduate Student File§iles are housed in the graduate office and are, in some part, confidential.
Although all contents may not be seen by graduate students, students are responsible for keeping their
graduate files current. Each student should provide the graduate office with the following
information:

e A current curriculum vitae;
* A one-page stat sheet indicating name, address, phone number, research and teaching
interests, specialized skills, and teaching and work experience (Form #1 and Form #1la);
* A photocopy of all forms filed with the graduate school;
* A photograph;
e Annual reports.
3. Annual ReportsAll graduate students must complete an annual graduate student evaluation form
summarizing research and communications efforts during the preceding year (see required Form
#2). In addition, Form #1a should be filed each semester.

III. Procedures for Earning a Graduate Degree
in the Department of Geography and Anthropology

Steps toward a MasterOs Degree in Two Years

The faculty believes that it is in the student's interest to complete the master's degree in two years.
Students should plan their programs with that goal in mind. Upon arrival, each student should meet with
his/her preliminary advisor who will be assigned by the graduate director. This advisor will assist each
student in developing a program of study and choosing an advisory committee. Of course, students may
select a new advisor, or new members of the preliminary committee, as changing interests require.

During the first year, in addition to taking at least nine hours of course work per semester, the student
should also work toward completion of the language, statistics or methods course(s) requirements (if
needed). Toward the end of the second semester, the student should present his or her thesis committee
(the major professor and two additional faculty members) with a thesis prop&séllowing approval of
the thesis proposal by the committee, the student spends the summer of the first year collecting data for
the thesis. Note: A copy of the thesis proposal should be on file in the graduate office (Form 8).

During the summer, the student may register for three or more hours of independent research or thesis
credit. During the third semester, the student should complete the course requirements, including the
language, statistics, or methods course requirements; finish the thesis; defend it before the thesis
committee; and, in the fourth semester, graduate. Students in the master's program are required to register
at least once per year to maintain graduate status. They are required to register for ANTH or GEOG 8000
(thesis hours) when working on their thesis including the semester in which they defend.

The Thesis and the Thesis Committee

The master's thesis is a short monograph that reports on original research undertaken by the student
during tenure in the program. It is to be formulated and carried out under the supervision of a thesis
committee consisting of at least three faculty members, one of whom serves as major professor and chair
of the committee. The committee members must be members of the graduate faculty. At least one must be
a full member of the graduate faculty, and, in the case of an external minor, one member from the minor
department.

Formulating a thesis topic and choosing the committee members is the student's responsibility, but
care should be made to ensure that (1) the student's research interests, (2) the thesis topic, and (3) the
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committee member's professional expertise are consonant. Moreover, the full expertise of the faculty
should be considered in committee formulation. The student must prepare a thesis proposal that describes
the intended research. Originating under the close supervision of the student's major professor, the
proposal must be approved by all members of the thesis committee and a copy filed in the department
office (Form 7). The graclate director and the departmental chair must approve both the committee
and the thesis topic, though final approval rests with the dean of the LSU Graduate School

An examination on the thesis typically occurs during the student's last semester in the program;
however, no defenses will be scheduled during the summer. Copies of the thesis containing all maps,
graphs, and tables must be provided to the student's advisor and committee members at least three weeks
before the scheduled thesis exam. One week prior to the defense, a notice of the defense should be posted
in the department. The thesis examination consists of a short public talk followed by a closed examination
by the student's committee. Prior to the scheduling of the exayeach member of the committee must
indicate with initials on Form 8 that they agree to serve on the committee. The defense can be scheduled
once the student's major professor agrees that the thesis is defendable.

Upon completion of the thesis, one copy (unbound) should be deposited with the department chair to
be bound and placed in the Founder's Room, and one copy should be given to the student's advisor. The
student should also provide a copy to each committee member who requests a copy.

Cartographic Acceptability

This department has developed an enviable reputation throughout the world for its clear, legible, and
aesthetically pleasing cartography and graphics. It will accept no less from its students. All thesis graphics
must be approved by the major professor in consultation with the mapping sciences faculty prior to
approval of the thesis by the faculty and before submission of the thesis or dissertation to the Graduate
School.

The MasterOs Program in Anthropology

Summary of Anthropology Master's Course Requirements

—_—

ANTH 7901 Introduction to Graduate Study

2. ANTH 4085 History of Anthropological Thought (or advanced theory course if equivalent
already taken)

3. 3 of 4 required 4000-level courses (4020, 4040, 4060, and 4082)

4. 9 hours of 7000-level courses (two of these must be seminars)

5. Methods Course (selected in consultation with advisor-see Form 5)

6. 6 hours of thesis research (ANTH 8000)

Course Requirements—Master of Arts (M.A.) in Anthropology

A minimum of 31 hours is required for the master's degree. Of those 31, at least 6 hours are thesis
hours (ANTH 8000). The 24 hours of course work include 9 hours (3 courses) at the 7000 level. Of those
9 hours, at least 6 hours (2 courses) must be earned in seminars. These seminars are generally taken
within the department, but seminars can be taken in other departments, in consultation with the student's
major professor. The student must take each seminar from a different faculty member.

The program in anthropology emphasizes the four-field approach. Students gain a familiarity with the
fundamentals of physical anthropology, archaeology, ethnology, and linguistics. Students are required to
take courses in three of the four subfields, as follows: ANTH 4040—Physical Anthropology, ANTH
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4020— Method and Theory in Archaeology, ANTH 4060—Language and Culture, and ANTH 4082—

Social and Cultural Anthropology. In addition, ANTH 4085—History of Anthropological Thought and

ANTH 7901—Introduction to Graduate Study, are required of all students. ANTH 7901 must be taken

the first semester it is offered. Most of the other required courses are offered on a two-year rotation and
should also be taken at the first opportunity.

Students must pass all required 4000-level anthropology courses (4020, 4040, 4060, 4082, and 4085)
with at least a “B” grade. Students earning a “C” grade in any of these required courses must complete
remedial work in that subfield as required by their thesis committee prior to graduation. Most students
will take 3 of the 4 following classes: 4020, 4040, 4060, and 4085. However, students who have recently
taken a course similar in breadth and depth to 4020, 4040, 4060, or 4082 may petition to substitute
another class (4000 or above) in that subfield.

In addition to these courses, students are required to complete at least one methods course, selected in
consultation with their advisor (see Form 5). Students should meet with their advisor as soon as possible
during the first semester to determine what methods course(s) will be taken.

Students are required to complete a language course if they plan to work in a country (or region)
where English is not the native or primary language (see Form 6). Students conducting international
research should discuss their language study with their advisor.

A thesis is required of all students in the master's program. Students should identify a thesis project
by the end of the 10th week of the second estar Often ANTH 7999 (Independent Research) is taken
during the second semester to prepare a thesis proposal and carry out background reading under the
guidance of the major professor. Students should defend their thesis proposal by the end of their
second semester.

Research with Human Subjects

Any research that may or does require the use of, or interaction with, human subjects requires
approval or exemption by the Institutional Review Board (IRB). Strict federal regulations and University
policy govern the use of human subjects to protect their welfare, ensure their safety, and to ensure their
documented informed consent is obtained.

All projects that use human subjects (including use of data or material from living individuals) in
ALL research or experiments, OR as the object of projects or surveys, especially if they may result in
publication in any form (including evaluative projects) must be approved or exempted in advance by the
LSU Institutional Review Board (IRB).

Human subject welfare oversight is managed by IRB Chair Robert C. Mathews (203 B-1 David Boyd
Hall, irb@lsu.edu, 578-8692). An application forms package may be downloaded from the Web and
completed with your word processor: www.lsu.edu/irb. Further guidance is available there.

All Graduate students should plan to take the free, on-line web-based training course in research on
human subjects. The web site is at: http://phrp.nihtraining.com/users/login.php. This course satisfies
the NIH human subjects training requirement for obtaining Federal Funds. You will have the option of
printing a certificate of completion from your computer upon completing the course.

The Thesis Proposal

During their second semester (or by completion of their 18" hour in the program), students develop
their thesis proposal. Typically, students register for ANTH 7999 with their major professor in order to
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prepare a 5000-word thesis proposal (as detailed below) to submit to the anthropology faculty by the end
of the 10th week of the semester. They will then defend their thesis proposal before their full thesis
committee—and any other departmental faculty who wish to attend—by the end of the semester.

The 5000-word thesis proposal will, at the least, consist of a detailed description of and rationale for
the proposed thesis research, a literature review, and discussion of research methods. Each student must
provide both a paper copy and an electronic version (in a format acceptable to their committee) to all
members of their committee. The proposal will be circulated to all members of the anthropology faculty
for review and comment (an electronic version circulated by e-mail is sufficient). Faculty members may
pass their questions and comments to any member of the student’s thesis committee and/or may be
present at the proposal defense themselves. The time and place of the thesis proposal defense will be
arranged by the student in consultation with their committee members.

At the conclusion of a successful thesis proposal defense, the student should submit Form 8
“Proposed Research” to the departmental Graduate Office. The form should be signed by all committee
members and have a copy of the thesis proposal attached.

The MasterOs Program in Geography

Summary of Geography Master's Course Requirements

GEOG 7901—Introduction to Geography

GEOG 7902—Research Methods in Geography

15 hours of 4000-level or above courses

6 hours (two courses) of 7000-level courses (exclusive of 7901 and 7902)
6 hours of thesis research (GEOG 8000)

Lk wbh =

The degrees of Master of Arts (M.A.) and Master of Science (M.S.) are offered in geography.
Students concentrating in cultural, economic, urban, or historical geography enroll in the M.A. program,
while those in physical geography and GIS/mapping sciences usually enroll in the M.S. program. The
basic requirements are the same for the two programs, and a thesis is required in both the M.A. and M.S.
programs.

The master’s degree provides the student with a broad knowledge of the history, theory, content, and
techniques of geography. Such knowledge may be obtained by enrollment in specific courses or through
independent study, either at LSU or at some other institution.

General Requirements

A minimum of 31 semester hours is required for the master's degree, of which 6 are thesis hours
(GEOG 8000). The student may enroll for thesis credit beyond the 6 hours needed, but only 6 hours will
count toward the 30 hours needed for the degree. The remaining 24 hours must include at least 9 hours (3
courses) at the 7000 level (exclusive of the core course GEOG 7901). GEOG 7902 (core course) and
either one 7000-level reading course or GEOG 7935 (Quantitative Methods) may be applied to this 9-
hour requirement. Of those 9 hours at least 6 hours (2 courses) must be earned under two different faculty
members in the department and include at least one seminar other than GEOG 7902. Upon entering the
graduate program, all master’s students will enroll in GEOG 7901 (1 credit) and GEOG 7902 (3 credits)
the first semester they are offere@hese two courses are required of all master's students.

In addition to these courses, students are required to complete a language course if they plan to work
in a country (or region) where English is not the native or primary language. Students conducting
international research should discuss their language study with their advisor.

At the end of their first semester in the program, students will complete the departmental “Program of
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Study for Geography Masters” form (Form 7) and have it signed by their major professor, committee
members, and the department chair.

During the first year, toward the end of the second semester, the student should present his or
her thesis committee (the major professor and two additional faculty members) with a thesis
proposal. Following approval of the thesis proposal by the committee, the student spends the summer of
the first year collecting data for the thesis. Note: A copy of the thesis proposal should be on file in the
graduate office (Form 8).

The Department faculty believes that it is critical that all students are conversant in the history of their
discipline and students are strongly encouraged to take GEOG 4090 — History of Geography. It is critical
also, that students are able and conversant in methods and appropriate techniques in order to undertake
their research. Students are therefore strongly encouraged to take GEOG 4048 — Methods of Spatial
Analysis, GEOG 7935 - Quantitative Methods for Geographical Analysis, GEOG 7936 - Advanced
Qualitative Research Methods, or other similar courses approved by their advisor and committee.

Research with Human Subjects

Any research that may or does require the use of, or interaction with, human subjects requires
approval or exemption by the Institutional Review Board (IRB). Strict federal regulations and University
policy govern the use of human subjects to protect their welfare, ensure their safety, and to ensure their
documented informed consent is obtained.

All projects that use human subjects (including use of data or material from living individuals) in
ALL research or experiments, OR as the object of projects or surveys, especially if they may result in
publication in any form (including evaluative projects) must be approved or exempted in advance by the
LSU Institutional Review Board (IRB).

Human subject welfare oversight is managed by IRB Chair Robert C. Mathews (203 B-1 David Boyd
Hall, irb@lsu.edu, 578-8692). An application forms package may be downloaded from the Web and
completed with your word processor: www.lsu.edu/irb. Further guidance is available there.

All Graduate students should plan to take the free, on-line web-based training course in research on
human subjects. The web site is at: http://phrp.nihtraining.com/users/login.php. This course satisfies
the NIH human subjects training requirement for obtaining Federal Funds. You will have the option of
printing a certificate of completion from your computer upon completing the course.

The Doctoral Program in Geography

Summary of Geography Doctoral Course Requirements

The PhD curriculum involves a total of 30 hours beyond the master's degree (1/2 at 7000-level+)
including:

GEOG 7901—Introduction to Geography

GEOG 7902—Research Methods in Geography

6 hours of 7000-level courses (exclusive of 7901 and 7902) including one seminar

External minor OR 9 hours in approved cognate fields (including one 7000-level course)

3 additional hours of 4000 or 7000 coursework

9 hours dissertation research (GEOG 9000)

A

The Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) is the highest degree offered at LSU. It recognizes and demands
mastery of one or more subfields of the discipline. Doctoral students go far beyond the level required for
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lesser degrees, and their work is expected to be of such quality that it could grace the pages of scholarly
books and journals. Although doctoral students are expected to exhibit the intellectual breadth required of
an academic position, the Ph.D. is primarily a research degree, and doctoral students should expect to
spend little time sitting in undergraduate lecture courses in geography, save those needed to remedy
deficiencies.

Qualifications for Doctoral Work

Students entering the doctoral program are expected to have earned the master’s degree, either at LSU
or elsewhere. Those entering graduate school at LSU from the bachelor's level will enter either the M. A.
or the M.S. program and complete the requirements for a master’s before being permitted to go into the
doctoral program. In rare instances, especially promising students with thorough backgrounds in
geography have been permitted to go directly from undergraduate work into the doctoral program, but
permission to bypass the master’s is not granted lightly, and is done only when the student has
demonstrated clearly the ability to do work at the doctoral level and when the relevant faculty, the
graduate director, and the department chair have given their approval.

General Requirements

The doctorate requires a minimum of 30 semester hours beyond the master's degree or a total of 60
hours beyond the bachelor's degree. At least half of the hours beyond the master’s must be at the 7000
level or above. Included in the 7000+ level requirements are at least 9 hours of dissertation credit (GEOG
9000), GEOG 7902, a seminar, and three additional hours of 7000-level credit. Work at the 7000+ level
must be earned in courses and/or seminars under two different faculty members of the department. It is
strongly recommended, however, that doctoral students enroll in as many seminars as possible. Upon
entering the graduate program, all doctoral students will enroll in GEOG 7901 (1 credit) and 7902 (3
credits) the first semester they are offergtihese two courses are required of all doctoral students. A
minor or work in cognate fields is required (see below).

Students are required to complete a language course if they plan to work in a country (or region)
where English is not the native or primary language. Students conducting international research should
discuss their language study with their advisor.

Research with Human Subjects

Any research that may or does require the use of, or interaction with, human subjects requires
approval or exemption by the Institutional Review Board (IRB). Strict federal regulations and University
policy govern the use of human subjects to protect their welfare, ensure their safety, and to ensure their
documented informed consent is obtained.

All projects that use human subjects (including use of data or material from living individuals) in
ALL research or experiments, OR as the object of projects or surveys, especially if they may result in
publication in any form (including evaluative projects) must be approved or exempted in advance by the
LSU Institutional Review Board (IRB).

Human subject welfare oversight is managed by IRB Chair Robert C. Mathews (203 B-1 David Boyd
Hall, irb@lsu.edu, 578-8692). An application forms package may be downloaded from the Web and
completed with your word processor: www.lsu.edu/irb. Further guidance is available there.

All Graduate students should plan to take the free, on-line web-based training course in research on
human subjects. The web site is at: http://phrp.nihtraining.com/users/login.php. This course satisfies
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the NIH human subjects training requirement for obtaining Federal Funds. You will have the option of
printing a certificate of completion from your computer upon completing the course.

Steps Toward a Doctoral Degree

Assuming that the student enters the doctoral program with a master's degree (and that the student has
a reading knowledge in at least one foreign language or competence in statistics if required by advisor and
committee), that student should be able to finish the doctorate in four years or less. Upon arrival, each
student should meet with his/her preliminary advisor who will be assigned by the graduate director. This
advisor will assist each student in developing a program of study and choosing an advisory committee. Of
course, students may select a new advisor, or new members of the preliminary committee, if changing
interests require this. Students can complete their course work (excluding dissertation research hours) in
three semesters of full-time enrollment.

Students must submit Forms 11a and b, “Program of Study for the Geography Ph.D.” and
“Program of Study for the Doctoral Degree,” to the department and Graduate School (with a copy for the
graduate office), respectively, by the end of their first semester if they already have a master’s degree or
their second semester if they do not have a master’s degree. Students should be aware of deadlines
imposed by the Graduate School each semester for filing the program of study and other forms.
Ph.D. students are required to maintain continuous registration (fall and spring semesters) in order to
continue graduate status. Exceptions are made in the cases of field work away from campus; however,
these must be authorized.

It is expected that the student should finish his/her course work within the first two years of study.
Once these requirements have been met, the student will take the general examination. To take the general
exam, students must satisfy course work and other requirements, have prepared a dissertation proposal,
and submitted Form 12, "Request for Doctoral General Exam," to the department and the Graduate
School (with a copy to the graduate office) three weeks prior to the exam. The third or following year,
the student is frequently in the field investigating physical processes or cultural patterns that will
constitute a dissertation. During the following or fourth year, the student should be able to write the
dissertation and graduate.

The Dissertation Proposal and the General Examination

A dissertation proposal describing the intended research should be provided to each committee
member at least three weeks before the general examination.

The general is a written and an oral exam. These may be taken at anytime during the academic
year provided that at least one year has elapsed after the submission of Form 11b, "Program of
Study for the Doctoral Degree," to the Graduate School. The general exam is taken only after the
student has satisfied the course requirements listed in the program of study, including the minor or
courses in cognate fields, and all required courses and 7000-level seminars. Exceptions to these
conditions require a formal petition to and approval by the graduate director. Advancement to candidacy
is contingent on satisfactory performance on the general exam.

The written portion of the general examination includes essays set by the various members of the
student's committee. The exam evaluates the candidate's knowledge in the subjects elected for intense
study and his/her preparation for undertaking the dissertation. Students should meet with their advisors
and committee members the semester prior to taking the general exam, determine the format to be
followed, and then consult with the committee members to obtain a list of suggested readings.
Traditionally, the exam has consisted of a four-hour written exam from each committee member, although
other formats are allowed based on the committee members’ expectations. The oral may be an in-depth
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evaluation of the written exam and/or the dissertation proposal.

The Goals of the General Examination

The general examination focuses first on the student's command of literature in their subfield and
selected cognates and second on the rigor and clarity of their doctoral research proposal. More
specifically, the written portion of this examination accents knowledge of the literature in the subfield and
cognates; the orals accent the proposal itself. To be sure, we expect all of our students to be familiar with
the core issues and literatures of geography, but, at the level of the general examination, we do not expect
a rehearsal of geographical knowledge atde nor in subfields several steps removed from their
research program.

The Dissertation Committee, the Proposal, and the Dissertation

Formulating a dissertation topic and choosing the committee members is the student's responsibility,
but care should be taken to ensure that the student's research interests, the dissertation topic, and the
committee member's professional expertise are consonant. Moreover, the full expertise of the faculty
should be considered in committee formulation. The dissertation is a monograph that reports on original
research undertaken by the student during his or her tenure in the program. It represents a major research
effort on the part of the student, thus it is expected to exhibit clear and precise thought in its planning,
execution, and presentation. It is to be formulated and carried out under the supervision of a dissertation
committee consisting of at least four faculty members: two from the department, one of whom serves as
the chair of the committee and as the student's major professor or advisor. The committee members must
be members of the graduate faculty; at least two must be full members of the graduate faculty; at least one
must be a full member of the graduate faculty from the department; and, in the event of an external minor,
one member from the minor department. The committee and the dissertation topic must be approved by
the graduate director and the department chaithanges in the student's committee, major professor, or
proposal which are made after being admitted to candidacy require the candidate to submit Form 14. A
copy of this form may be found at the end of the manual.

Prior to beginning the dissertation research, the student must prepare a dissertation proposal that
describes the intended research. Originating under the close supervision of the student's major professor,
it must be approved by all members of the dissertation committee and a copy filed in the departmental
office.

An examination on the dissertation typically occurs during the student's last semester in the program;
however, no defenses will be scheduled during the summ@spies of the dissertation, in legible
condition and containing all maps, graphs, and tables, must be provided to the advisor and committee
members at least three weeks before the scheduled exam. The dissertation examination consists of two
parts: (1) a 45-minute oral public presentation of the dissertation followed by (2) a closed examination by
the student's committee. Prior to the scheduling of the exajthe student must file Form 12, "Request
for Doctoral General or Final Examination" with the Graduate School and provide a photocopy to the
graduate office.

Upon completion of the dissertation, one copy (unbound) should be deposited with the department
chair to be bound and placed in the Founders' Room, and one copy should be given to the student's
advisor. Students should also provide committee members with copies upon request.

Cartographic Acceptabilit
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This department has developed an enviable reputation throughout the world for its clear, legible, and
aesthetically pleasing cartography and graphics. It will accept no less from its students. All dissertation
graphics must be approved by the major professor in consultation with the mapping sciences faculty prior
to approval of the dissertation by the faculty and before submission of the dissertation to the Graduate
School.

External Minor or Cognate Field

Departmental policy requires either an external minor or nine hours in approved cognate courses for
the completion of the doctoral degree. The cognate courses or minor must be listed on the student’s
program of study.

Requirements for a graduate minor are determined by the department issuing the minor (for example
History, French Studies, Geology) and not by Geography & Anthropology. Students pursuing an external
minor must have one member from the minor department on their committee.

The cognate field requirement is composed of a suite of courses—nine hours in cognate fields
outside of the department—of which at least three credit hours should be in an upper-level seminar
(usually 7000-level). The courses need nobe within a single discipline. The development of the cognate
field may be quite flexible, and the specific suite of courses is developed by the student in consultation
with the major professor and advisory committee. The cognate field may include traditional disciplines
and emerging interdisciplinary fields, including, for example Oceanography, Geology, History, Atlantic
studies, Disaster Science Management (DSM), Anthropology, and Performance Studies). Note that the
Concentration in Anthropology (detailed below) satisfies the minor or cognate field requirement.

Concentration in Anthropology within the Geography Doctoral
Program

The anthropology concentration seeks to combine various components of geography and
anthropology to address the transformation of natural and cultural landscapes into distinctive worlds
within which people live. As such, it seeks to tie the concerns of geography with space, landscape, and
mobility to the anthropological concerns with social and cultural process and evolution. It also seeks to
prepare the doctoral student for a career of research and teaching at those universities that value a cross-
disciplinary approach cultural studies and to the human-environmental exchange.

Upon the successful completion of basic requirements in geography and in consultation with their
major professors, students may chose a variety of courses to fulfill the concentration in anthropology.
Typically, the student’s dissertation topic will also integrate theoretical and methodological insights from
both disciplines into their research design and conceptualization of the research problem. The
department has particular strength in the US South, the Caribbean, and Latin America and growing
expertise in African Diaspora Studies, the Islamic world, and Asia. Thus, topics may range from the
development of early urbanism in the Andes or geospatial analysis of Maya settlements to tourism
landscapes of the antebellum South, agricultural practices in Guatemala, geomorphology and underwater
archaeology on the Gulf Coast, religious pilgrimage in Latin America, and urban transformations in
contemporary China.

Geography PhD graduates who have completed the requirements for the concentration in
Anthropology will have this concentration identified on their transcripts.

Course Requirements
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Successful completion of a concentration in Anthropology requires: the
fulfillment of all requirements expected of doctoral students in Geography, including Geog/Anth 7901
and Geog 7902 (Research Methods in Geography); 15 semester hours in Anthropology courses beyond
the baccalaureate degree. Of these, 9 hours (including at least one 7000 level course) will satisfy
completion of the minor or cognate field requirement.

Beyond these requirements, the selection of courses will depend on the region of interest and the time
frame of the student's work, and the theoretical and methodological dimension of the planned research. If
the student selects to do a dissertation in the archaeology of a region, then in consultation with his or her
major professor, the student would select the appropriate courses in methods and techniques for
archaeology, such as ANTH 4020—Method and Theory and ANTH 4018—Historical Archaeology. If the
choice is to do a contemporary ethnography of the region, then the student would take ANTH 4090—
Ethnographic Methods as well as appropriate regional and topical coursework. Depending on the region
chosen, the student, again in consultation with the major professor, will select an array of courses dealing
with the archaeology, ethnography, and geography of that region. In addition, the student may want to
supplement the anthropology and geography courses with courses in the history, literature, or politics of
his or her region or topic.

The Anthropology concentration is the only officially University approved concentration in the
Geography doctoral program. The student will consult with his/her major professor and advisory
committee to determine the appropriate program of study for his/her educational goals.

The minimumnumber of anthropology courses beyond the bachelor's degreéor this concentration is
15hours, at least one of which must be a seminar. Students who have had little or no anthropology
background may need additional hours in that field. As a guide, the following examples suggest possible
combinations of courses.

Illustrative Tracks in Anthropology Concentration

ARCHAEOLOGY OF A REGION IN SPANISH AMERICA
ANTH 4020—Method and Theory in Archaeology

ANTH 4018—Historical Archaeology

ANTH 4003—Indian Civilization of Middle and South America
ANTH 4023—Latin American Cultures

GEOG 4031—Spanish America

ANTH 7909—Selected Topics, 3-6 hours

ETHNOGRAPHY OF A REGION IN THE CARIBBEAN
ANTH 4090—Ethnographic Methods

ANTH 4053—Afro-American Cultures

ANTH 4050—Black Music in America

ANTH 4060—Language and Culture

GEOG 4032—DBrazil and the Caribbean

ANTH 7909—Selected Topic, 3-6 hours

MAYA ARCHAEOLOGY

ANTH 4020—Method and Theory in Archaeology
ANTH 4003—Indian Civilizations

ANTH 7108—Mesoamerican Archaeology Seminar
ANTH 4012—The Archaeology of Death

GEOG 4047—Introduction to GIS
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GEOG 4998—GIS-Intergraph
GEOG 4031—Spanish America
GEOG 7906—Settlement Geography

The goal of the anthropology concentration at the doctoral level in geography is to provide the student
with insights from both disciplines so that the student may address the subject of how particular peoples
in distinctive regions construct their lives. The pursuit of this goal should permit the student to contribute
to our understanding of the human endeavor through scholarly writing and classroom teaching.

Concentrations in Mapping Sciences in the Geography Graduate
Program

The Department of Geography and Anthropology offers an internal Departmental mapping sciences
concentration within the M.A., M.S., and Ph.D. degree programs of geografitiy concentration
includes the subfields of cartography, remote sensing, and geographic information systems (now widely
known as GIS). Students working toward M.A., M.S., and Ph.D. degrees in geography may elect to
concentrate in mapping sciences as well as in the traditional concentrations in human geography and
physical geography.

The subfields of cartography, remote sensing, and geographic information systems have experienced
explosive growth, partly due to new computer technologies. Increasing demand for trained personnel in
these subfields is evident in academia, governmental agencies, and the private sector. Research
opportunities and funding in these fields are also increasing. The Department of Geography and
Anthropology at LSU is committed to excellence in research and instruction and has responded to the
growth of the discipline by offering courses and recruiting faculty in these fields.

M.A. /M.S. in Geography with a Concentration in Mapping Sciences

Students concentrating in mapping sciences must meet the requirements established by the
Department of Geography and Anthropology and the Graduate School. Students in this concentration
must also complete GEOG 7935 and at least three of the four concentration core courses—GEOG 4040,
4044, 4045, 4047. Because of the nature of this concentration, it is required that the student have a
working knowledge of computer programming, mathematics, and statistics. If a student has had prior
course work in statistics and other required courses, the student may be allowed to waive those courses.
Arrangement may be made upon the recommendation of the instructors of these courses and the student's
committee.

For a list of suggested course sequences, see the faculty advisor for mapping sciences.

Ph.D. in Geography with a Concentration in Mapping Sciences

Students enrolled in the Ph.D. program in geography may concentrate in mapping sciences. Students
concentrating in mapping sciences are required to complete GEOG 7935 and at least three of the four core
courses—GEOG 4040, 4044, 4045, 4047. Because of the nature of this specialization, it is required that
the student have a working knowledge of statistics and computer programming. We also strongly
recommend that the student take related courses outside the department depending on interest, such as
courses in computer graphics, and numerical analysis from the Department of Computer Science, and
courses on image processing and expert systems from the College of Engineering.

For a list of suggested course sequences, see the faculty advisor for mapping sciences.
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IV. Completion of Master’s and Doctoral Programs

Students are expected to complete their degree programs in a timely manner. Students are allotted
five years for the completion of the master's degree and seven years for the completion of the doctorate.
After five years, master's students lose credit beginning with the first semester and proceeding ad
seriatim Students exceeding this deadline are required to revalidate earlier work by taking written or oral
exams from each faculty member involved in the course work and their committee members. Doctoral
students will only be allowed to continue in the program with special permission from the dean of the
Graduate School. Such permission is only granted in exceptional circumstances.

V. Minor in Geography or Anthropology

Students selecting a graduate minor in geography or anthropology are required to complete 12 hours
of course work in the respective programs, at least three hours of which must be in 7000-level seminars.

VI. Assistantships, Fellowships, Grants, and Awards

Assistantship Duties and Tenure

The department awards assistantships on the basis of academic qualifications. The graduate director
chairs the Graduate Committee. Awards are based upon multiple criteria including, but not limited to,
scores on the Graduate Record Examination (GRE), academic performances, letters of recommendation,
graduate student evaluations, awards or recognition for academic achievement, student evaluations of
teaching, previous performance as a graduate assistant, and time in program. International students whose
native language is not English must have a Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) score of 575
to be considered for an assistantship. The final decision on awarding assistantships rests with the chair of
the department. Assistantship duties may range from teaching to laboratory assistance to research. Assis-
tantship duties are determined first by the chair and graduate director and then by the faculty member to
whom the assistant is assigned. Having an assistantship reflects superior academic achievement. There-
fore, when a student performs in a superior manner, the student can expect the assistantship to be renewed
in the master's program for one additional year making a total of two years, and in the doctoral program
for two additional years making a total of three years. Renewal of the assistantship, however, is not
automatic, and each assistantship is reviewed by the Graduate Committee. Occasionally, under rare
circumstances, an assistantship is offered beyond these time limits. Students holding assistantships who
are planning to carry out thesis or dissertation fieldwork may not retain their assistantships during the
semester they are in the field, but they are eligible to regain their assistantships when they return, to be
granted on a case-by-case basis. Please note that determination of years of funding for graduate assistants
is based on time of entry into the program and not on the number of years of departmental support.

Graduate assistants are expected to report to work prior to the beginning of each semester. They
should report to the graduate secretary. Graduate assistantship duties extend through the end of finals
week in each semester of employment.

Every effort will be made to assign graduate assistants to professors whose work is in an area related
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to the assistant's research direction. However, this will not always be possible, and graduate assistants are
urged to take advantage of their assignments to become more familiar with other aspects of the
department.

The Graduate School requires annual review of all graduate students with assistantships or other
university funding (grants, contracts, etc.); however, the department evaluates all graduate assistants at
the end of each semester. Students must review and sign their evaluations.

Field and Research Awards

Robert C. West Field Research Awards

In April 1981, the Department of Geography and Anthropology established the Robert C. West
Graduate Student Field Research Fund to support worthy M.A. and Ph.D. projects that require field
research and to honor the late Boyd Professor Robert West. Over 200 awards, averaging about $600 each,
have been approved. West grants fund travel and subsistence expenses only, and are directed primarily
toward thesis research and preliminary investigation of dissertation projects.

In this academic year, a number of grants will be available to aid field study directed toward thesis
and dissertations. The awards are competitive and proposals are judged on the basis of the following
criteria, in this order of importance: the scientific merit or quality of the project; organization and
thoughtfulness of the proposal; and appropriateness and feasibility of the research plan in relation to the
student's background and qualifications. Field work may take place at any time. Deadlines for
application are normally November 1 and April 1.

Application Instructions

Each applicant should prepare a proposal according to the following format, and should be advised
that every category must be addressed under the subheadings that follow or the proposal will be returned.
Application forms are available from chair of the Research and Scholarship Committee, and the
department’s graduate office.

1. Cover sheet. The Robert C. West Field Research Cover Sheet must be used and all categories on the
cover sheet must be addressed.
2. Proposed project (no more than two single-spaced typewritten pages):
a) Project description: a clear description of your proposed work, including the types of
research questions to be addressed.
b) Significance of project: why this project is important.
¢) Methodology: how will the project be approached, including techniques as well as
specific examples of questions to be addressed.
List of references in standard bibliographic style.
4. Proposed budget and justification. The Robert C. West Field Research Budget Sheet must be used
and all categories in the budget must be addressed.
5. Personal vita (no more than two pages):
a) Education (places, degrees, thesis titles);
b) Publications and paper presentations;
c) Experience (teaching, research, fieldwork);
d) Skills (language, techniques);
e) Funding (support, including previous West grants).
6. Optional supporting documents, e.g., surveys, letters of support, copies of your publications, etc.

[98)
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Students are strongly encouraged to review their research proposals with their advisors. Submit five
copies of the proposal to: Chair, Research and Scholarship Committee, Department of Geography and
Anthropology.

Report of Field Activities

Award recipients are required to submit to the Research and Scholarship Committee five copies of a
brief report (no more than three single-spaced, typewritten pages) of field activities within three months
after fieldwork is completed, including a brief accounting of major expenditures. Recipients may also be
asked to present an informal and brief talk or slide show (10-15 minutes) in the departmental forum. The
Robert C. West Fund should be acknowledged in scholarly publications or presentations that result from
the award. Copies of successful proposals will be filed by the chair of the Research and Scholarship
Committee in the graduate office for perusal by future award applicants.

Richard J. Russell Physical Geography Field Research Awards

Awarded after a proposal competition to support field work in Physical geography. Similar
application procedure to those above for the West award.

William Haag Graduate Award

One $250 cash award for the best research presentation by a LSU Geography and Anthropology Ph.D
student, and another for the best presentation by an LSU G&A Master’s student. Presentations must have
been delivered at a professional meeting in the current academic year.

G&A Graduate Award

Up to $1000 to be awarded for purchase of data, equipment, laboratory services, and/or laboratory
supplies, and/or processing of data used for thesis or dissertation research or reimbursement for the
purchase of the above. Current LSU graduate students in G&A are eligible to apply.

VII. Miscellaneous Information for All Graduate Students

Groups to Join

Here is a list of some professional groups you may want to join. Consult a professor in your area of
interest about membership. Those marked with an asterisk (*) have an active local or LSU chapter.
Membership is highly recommended in either the AAA, AAG, SAA, SHA, or AAPA. And of course,
don't forget to join the Geography and Anthropology Society (GAS), our own departmental club!

Geography and Anthropology Society (GAS)

The Geography and Anthropology Society, established by graduate students of the LSU Department
of Geography and Anthropology in 1981, is a professional and a social organization aimed at promoting
scientific understanding and communication among individuals studying nature and culture. The society
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fosters student and faculty interaction, promotes student representation in departmental affairs and policy
making, and provides an outlet for extracurricular social activities. Membership is open to undergraduate
majors, minors, graduate students, and faculty in the fields of geography and anthropology; all are
encouraged to participate! Dues are $10 per semester. Faculty advisors of GAS work with the student
executive including a co-president from geography, a co-president from anthropology, a secretary, and a
treasurer.
The purpose of GAS, as stated in the organization's constitution, is to:
1. Unite individuals who are interested in the fields of anthropology and geography through promoting
better communication and broadened understanding of those fields.
2. Foster the scientific study, investigation, and interpretation of anthropological and geographical
subjects.
3. Develop and promote a greater public interest in an appreciation of the cultural and physical
environment.
4. Foster communication between students and faculty.

Other Professional Groups

Agricultural History Society (AHS)

American Academy of Forensic Sciences (AAFS)
American Anthropological Association (AAA)

American Association of Physical Anthropologists (AAPA)
American Historical Association (AHA)

American Congress on Surveying and Mapping (ACSM)
American Geographical Society (AGS)

American Geophysical Union (AGU)

American Meteorological Society (AMS)

American Oriental Society (AOS)

American Quaternary Association (AMQUA)

American Society of Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing (ASPRS)
American Water Resources Association (AWRA)
Association of American Geographers (AAG)

Conference of Latin Americanist Geographers (CLAG)
Economic History Association (EHA)

Eastern Historical Geographers Association (EHGA)
Friends of the Pleistocene (FOP)

Geological Society of America (GSA)

International Conference of Historical Geographers (ICHG) formerly CUKANZUS
Linguistic Society of America (LSA)

Louisiana Archaeological Society

Population Reference Bureau (PRB)

Society for American Archaeology (SAA)

Society for Historical Archaeology (SHA)

Social Science History Association (SSHA)

Soil Conservation Service of America (SCSA)

Southern Anthropological Society (SAS)

Southwestern Division of the AAG (SWAAG)

Urban History Association (UHA)
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Publications to Get Right Away

1. The General Catalogfrom the LSU Bookstore in the Union, and the Graduate Bulletinfrom the
Graduate School in David Boyd Hall.

2. The Graduate Student Handboold Graduate Student Calend&om the Graduate School in David
Boyd Hall.

3. Information sheets from the Middleton Library regarding the use of their collections and other
services, such as online database searches and LOLA.

4. Free flyers about almost anything, usually on a table near the stairs on the second floor of the Union.

Finances

1. The Campus Federal Credit Union is open to university employees and graduate students. Many
private banks are also located near campus.

2. Ifyou are on assistantship and your fee slip is so marked, you can get a 10 percent discount on
purchases at the LSU Bookstore when you show your ID and fee bill. Be alert when you register to
be sure that your fee bill is marked correctly.

3. Many off-campus businesses give a discount to students, but they often do not advertise the fact. It
doesn't hurt to ask. Most will ask to see your student ID.

4. Discount coupon books are usually given out at registration. They offer coupons good at businesses
located near campus.

5. Information about applications for assistantships and scholarships can be obtained from the
departmental graduate secretary and from the LSU Graduate School. If you are planning to apply for
an assistantship, make a point to find out the current departmental deadline for applications. (It is
usually December 15th for assistantships awarded the following fall.) If you are not on an
assistantship and need a part-time job, check with the Office of Student Aid and Scholarships in
Himes Hall. This is also the place to apply for student loans.

6. Ifyou are on assistantship, pay close attention to your tax status, especially with changing tax laws.
7. See your major advisor for suggestions on grant opportunities available for graduate students in

your research field, e.g., Sigma Xi Grants-in-Aid of Research. Also don't forget the Robert C.
West and Richard J. Russell Research Awards given by the department, or the GRADS Award
available from the Graduate School.

Things to Do and Places to See

1. Visit the Information Booth at the State Capitol (342-7317) to get brochures on area attractions.
Some of these, such as the plantation tours, may strike you as "touristy," but with your knowledge of
geography and anthropology, you may get a lot more out of the tour than the ordinary tourist.

2. Check the FUN section of the Friday newspaper (The Advocatefor a comprehensive listing of
restaurants, current movies, and things to do. The listings are mostly for the Baton Rouge area, but
often include activities in other parts of the state. For you "Couch Potatoes" (and you know who you
are), the TV listings for the week are in Saturday's paper.

3. There are several museums in the area. On campus—the Museum of Natural Science (578-2855) in
119 Foster Hall, and the LSU Museum of Art in the Memorial Tower. In town—the Rural Life
Museum at Burden Research Plantation (766-8421) at the intersection of Essen Lane and 1-10, and
the Louisiana Arts and Science Center (LASC; 344-9463) at 100 River Road, which houses several
museums and a planetarium. The LASC Planetarium (344-0535) offers free "starlight" concerts the
first Tuesday of each month at 8 p.m. Another nearby museum, the Heritage Museum and Cultural
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10.

11.

12.

Center, is located at 1606 Main Street in Baker; other museums may be found in New Orleans and
Shreveport.

The Greater Baton Rouge Zoo (775-3877) is located on Thomas Road in Baker and offers an
outstanding zoological collection at a very reasonable price.

For those botanically inclined, there are two arboretums in the area. Cohn Arboretum (775-1006) at
12056 Foster Road in Baker is just down the street from the zoo and sits on 16 shaded acres. LSU's
Hilltop Arboretum (766-3405) is a few miles south of campus at 11855 Highland Road on a 12-acre
site.

There are many festivals in Louisiana (year-round). Almost every town or community has one,
emphasizing its local specialty—usually a food, craft, music, or ethnic heritage. One of the favorites
is the "Festival Acadiens" in Lafayette, only 50 miles away, usually in late September.

Tubing and canoeing on nearby rivers are popular activities. Information on rental outlets and safe
areas can be obtained from the Tourist Information Center in Hammond on South Morrison Blvd.
Visit the State Capitol (tallest in the country!), 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and see Baton Rouge from the 24®
floor observation deck. The Art Deco art and architecture are interesting. Myth has it that the bullet-
hole nicks in the marble wall came from the assassination of Governor Huey Long.

There are a lot of athletic facilities on campus that you may use even if you are not enrolled in a
physical education class. (You'll need to show your ID.) You can get a current list of what is
available, times they are open, fees (if any), etc. from the Department of Recreational Sports (578-
8601).

Information on intramural sports is also available from the Department of Recreational Sports (578-
8371). There are often enough people in our department to get a team together for volleyball or
softball. For basketball fans, there are usually "pick-up games" throughout the year.

There are many organized outdoor activities sponsored by "The Backpacker" store. They offer
moderately priced group tours of many types. This store is located at 7656 Jefferson Hwy. The local
Sierra Club also sponsors nature and wilderness outings.

On a more academic note, there are several regional and national meetings of professional
societies—especially the AAG, AAA, SAA, AAPA, SEAAG, and SWAAG—that are worth going to.
Watch for posted announcements on the Graduate Student Bulletin Board, or better yet, join your
favorite society and receive the information directly.

Did You Know?

That the Howe-Russell Geoscience Complex was named for two of the founders of the LSU School
of Geoscience? Henry V. Howe (1896-1973), a petroleum geologist, re-established the Department of
Geology in 1922 and the Louisiana Geological Survey in 1931. Richard J. Russell (1895-1971), a
geographer and geomorphologist, was a professor of geography, director of the School of Geology,
dean of the Graduate School, and director of the Coastal Studies Institute. Russell was president of
both the AAG (1948) and the GSA (1957), a rare distinction. Both were Boyd Professors, LSU’s
highest rank.

That the Howe-Russell Geoscience Complex consists of two connected buildings? The older section
is sometimes referred to as the Old Geology Building, but the official name is now Howe-Russell
Geoscience Complex. The newer section is usually referred to as the Annex. In the LSU Class
Schedule Booklets, room numbers in the Annex begin with an E (for East).

That our department is rare in that it is one of a very few in the U.S. that has anthropology and
geography together?

That Lockett Hall was named for the geographer who made the first comprehensive survey of the
state?

That the first WPA lab, Archaeology for Louisiana, is now the Cartography Lab (245 Howe-Russell
Geoscience Complex)?
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6. That Baton Rouge is one of the nation's largest ports?

7. That Baton Rouge supposedly got its name from an Indian territorial marker, a red "pole" (often
misnamed "red stick") seen atop the local loess bluff located on the campus of Southern University?

8. In 1999, the local community held a massive celebration—Bonne Fete—of the 300-year settlement of
Baton Rouge. Of course, Baton Rouge was not settled until many years after 1699.

VIII. Required and Supplemental Forms

Explanation of Forms

Numerous requirements must be met to obtain a graduate degree. Some of these are departmental
regulations which have been spelled out elsewhere in this manual. In addition to the departmental
requirements, you are responsible for knowing all of the official Graduate School requirements. These can
be found in the current Graduate Bulletina publication you should obtain as soon as you begin your
graduate studies. The official policy of the Graduate School is as follows:

Graduate Student Responsibility

Graduate students must assume full responsibility for knowledge of rules and regulations of the
Graduate School and departmental requirements concerning their individual degree programs. Since
requirements and programs are subject toactge, students should at all times be aware of current
regulations

The following forms are designed to guide you through the process of earning your degree. Some are
"in-house" departmental forms which will help you, your advisor, your committee, and the department
keep track of your progress toward your degree. The originals of all departmental forms are included in
this manual. The other forms are required by the Graduate School. This manual contains only samples of
all the Graduate School as you need them. (Note: form numbers have been assigned to the Graduate
School forms for the purposes of this manual onlyWhen obtaining originals of these forms from the
Graduate School you must refer to them by name, not form number). An explanation of each form
follows.

Key: *  Applicable to Master's Program only.

**  Applicable to Doctoral Program only
Graduate School forms are in italics.

Form 1. Personal Data ShedRequired by Department)

This form is designed to develop a database on all graduate students in the department. You should
complete it and turn it in to the main office within two weeks after you register for your semester as a
graduate student. (You should turn the form in even if you have not yet chosen an advisor or selected your
academic advisory committee. This information can be added later using Form 1a.)

Form la. Personal Data Sheet Semester Update

A completed copy of this form should be turned in to the main office every semester, within two
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weeks after the first day of classes. Include your current semester course work and any change of address
or phone number. You may also use this form to update any other information in your personal data file.

Form 2. Annual Graduate Student Evaluation Form

A graduate student evaluation must be submitted each year by all students actively working toward a
graduate degree. The report is due in the main office no later than noon, February 1 of each year.
Directions outlining the items to include in this report are given on Form 2.

Form 3. Academic Advisory Committee

As soon as possible, you should determine which faculty member you would like to have as your
major advisor and as the director of your master's thesis or doctoral dissertation. You should also identify
other faculty members who have interests and expertise that relate to your intended area of study. To
assist you in this process, a temporaryadvisorwill be assigned to new graduate students when they first
arrive. The temporary advisor will have some expertise in your area of study and will help you decide on
course work for your first semester. After you become more familiar with the faculty in the department
and focus on a specific research area you will be able to identify a prospective major advisor and several
other faculty members who could serve on your academic advisory committee. (There is no obligation to
keep the temporary advisor as your major advisor, although many of you may wish to do so.)

Form 3 is designed to formally request that selected individuals serve as your major advisor or as an
advisory committee member. This form should be submitted to the graduate director no later than the end
of your first semester in the program, and preferably sooner. (If for some reason you later decide to
change your advisor or committee members, you may do so with optional Form 13).

When forming your committee, you should be aware of the Graduate School requirements:

*  Master's thesis committees must include three or more members of the graduate faculty, including at
least two members of the graduate faculty in the department, one of whom is a full member of the
graduate faculty. If there is a minor field, one committee member must represent the minor
department.

*  Doctoral committees must include four or more members of the graduate faculty, two of whom are
full members of the graduate faculty. At least one other than the chair mast be a full member of the
graduate faculty from the department. If there is an external minor, one committee member must
represent the minor department. (See the current Graduate Catalog'section on "Requirements for
Advanced Degrees" for a complete explanation of these requirements.)

Form 4. Assistantship Application Form

Form S. Methods coursework.

All MA students in Anthropology must select the appropriate coursework in research methods for their
chosen subfield and research interest. Students are required to take at least one methods course in
addition to general required courses. Be sure to meet with you advisor as soon as possible during your
first semester to devise a plan to fulfill the methods requirment and to make sure you have the necessary
skill set for your chosen research project.

Form 6. Foreign Language Study

Students are required to complete a language course if they plan to work in a country (or region) where
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English is not the native or primary language. Students conducting international research should discuss
their language study with their advisor. This form documents the plan agreed upon between the student
and her/his advisor regarding how language study and proficiency will be achieved. With your advisor's
approval, determine which option and alternative(s) you will use and make the necessary arrangements
for completion of your chosen option. After you have fulfilled the requirement, attach the appropriate
documentation to the form (coursework, test results, etc.) and notify your advisor by obtaining his/her
signature. Then submit it to the graduate director for inclusion in your file.

Form 7. Program of Study for Geography Mas®s Dedre@®epartmental Form)
Due at the end of your first semester to the G & A Graduate Office.

Form 8. Proposed Research

Before commencing your thesis or dissertation research, you should have a clearly defined statement
of problem and research methodology. Form 8 is designed to present your research problem and
methodology to your advisor and committee for approval. Anthropology master’s students should have
this form signed by their committee members at the conclusion of their master’s thesis proposal defense.
After it has been approved, it should be submitted to the graduate director to document your advancement
to the research stage of your graduate program.

* Form 9. Request for Master's Examinatiof.e. THESIS DEFENSE] (Required
by Graduate School for Master's Candidates)

The purpose of this Graduate School form is to formally request that your final master's examination
be scheduled. A facsimile of the form is shown here, but you must obtain two originals of this yellow
form directly from the Graduate School or download them from the Graduate School’s website and
submit the completed forms to the Graduate School three weeks prior to the date of the requested
examination. Your requested exam time must comply with any departmental and Graduate School
regulations that determine when an exam can be scheduled. As with the anthropology master's thesis
proposal defense, you will need to arrange a time that is agreeable to all members of the examining
committee. Once you find a suitable time slot, arrange and reserve a room for the exam and use Form 9 to
formally notify each of the members by obtaining their signatures. After submitting the originals of this
form to the Graduate School, send copies to the examining committee as a reminder.

* Form 10. Application for Admission to Candidacy fax Master's Deqgree
(Required by Graduate School for Master's Candidates)

This form includes a listing of the course work you will use to fulfill your degree requirements and it
must be submitted to the Graduate School during the semester you intend to graduate, no later than the
date listed in the current Graduate School calendar. When you register, if you indicate your intent to
graduate in the upcoming semester, you will receive two originals of this form in a yellow-covered
"packet" issued to candidates for master's degrees. Also included in this packet is the "Application for
Degree" card. This card should be submitted to the Graduate School at the same time as the Admission to
Candidacy form. The packet also contains the official Graduate School instructions for preparation of
theses, dissertations, and monographs, and a thesis checklist.

Long beforeyou officially submit this form, however, you should have planned out what courses you
will take to fulfill your degree requirements. You should start to plan your program of study in your first
semester as soon as possible after your deficiencies have been determined and you have discussed your
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interests and research focus with your advisor and committee. As you plan your program, be sure to
include the necessary courses for elimination of your deficiencies and fulfillment of your foreign
language and/or statistics competence, as well as departmental seminars and any courses needed to fulfill
specific program requirements. Since many necessary courses may not be taught every year, long-range
planning of your program of study is imperative. You can use the attached facsimile of Form 10 as a
worksheet to assist you in organizing and planning the course work that you intend to use for fulfilling
your master's program requirements. Once your tentative program of study has been determined, you are
responsible for obtaining its approval from your advisor and committee. The actual submittal of two
typed originals of Form 10 to the Graduate School should not take place until early in the semester you
plan to graduate. If you do not graduate during that semester, you must submit a Request taJpdate
Application for DegreeForm 16, during the new semester in which you plan to graduate.

** Form 11a. Program of Study for the Geography Ph.[MDepartmental Form)
Note: both 11a and 11b forms must be submitted.

** Form 11b. Program of Study for the Doctoral Degré&®equired by Graduate
School for Doctoral Candidates)

This is the first of the required Graduate School forms for Ph.D. candidates and it is required by the
end of your first semester if you have a master’s degree or the second semester if you do not. At least one
full academic year of continuous residence as a full-time graduate student must be earned at LSU after the
"Program of Study" is received by the Graduate School. The purpose of this form is to document the
course work you plan to use to fulfill the requirements for the doctoral degree.

You should start to plan your program of study in your first semester as soon as possible. Be sure to
discuss your interests and research directions with your advisor and committee. As you plan your
program, be sure to include the necessary courses for elimination of your deficiencies and fulfillment of
any foreign language and/or statistics competence your committee requires, as well as departmental
seminars and any courses needed to fulfill specific program requirements. Since some necessary courses
may not be taught every year, long-range planning of your program of study is imperative. You can use
Form 11a as a worksheet to assist you in organizing and planning the course work that you intend to use
for fulfilling your doctoral program requirements. Once your tentative program of study has been
determined, you should obtain two originals of the blue form (11b) from the Graduate School or
download them from the Graduate School’s website, type in the necessary information, and obtain
signatures of approval from your advisor and committee on both Forms 11a and 11b. (Note: After Form
11b has been submitted, any changes in your program of study must be documented with the Graduate
School using Form 15.)

** Form 12. Request for Doctoral General or Final Examaiion (Required by
Graduate School for Doctoral Candidates)

This is a dual-purpose Graduate School form. Its purpose is to formally request that either your
doctoral general or your doctoral final exam be scheduled. A facsimile of the form is shown here, but you
must obtain two originals of this blue form directly from the Graduate School or download them from the
Graduate School’s website and submit them to the Graduate School three weeks prior to the date of the
requested examination. You must also submit a completed copy of the form to each committee member.
Your requested exam time must comply with any departmental and Graduate School regulations that
determine when an exam can be scheduled. Once you find a suitable time slot that is agreeable to all
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members of your committee, arrange and reserve a room for the exam and complete Form 12 by obtaining
the necessary signatures.

** Form 13. Application for DegregRequired by Graduate School for Doctoral

Candidates)

This form for doctoral candidates—actually it's a small white card—must be submitted to the
Graduate School during the semester you intend to graduate, no later than the date listed in the current
Graduate School calendar. When you register, if you indicate your intent to graduate in the upcoming
semester, you will receive this card in the blue-covered "packet" issued to candidates for the doctorate.
This card is your official notification to the Graduate School of your intent to graduate, and if you do not
graduate during the semester you first submit this form, you must submit a Reqiest to Update Application
for Degree Form 16, during the new semester in which you plan to graduate. Also included in the
doctoral candidate's packet are: the official Graduate School instructions on preparation of theses,
dissertations, and monographs; a dissertation checklist; and the "Survey of Earned Doctorates" and
University Microfilms Agreement—two forms that you are asked to fill out and submit with your
completed dissertation.

Supplemental Forms

Form 14. Change of Alvisor and/or CommitteéDepartmental Form)

Your advisor and committee are the most important faculty members involved in your degree
program. it is important to you, to your committee, and to the department that all know exactly who is on
your committee. Form 14 is designed to assist in keeping this information up to date. If you change any
member of your committee (including your advisor), have the appropriate faculty member sign Form 14
and submit it to the graduate director.

**Form 15. Request for Change in program of Study for Doctoral Deqgtéa
Optional Graduate School Form for Doctoral Candidates)

The purpose of this form is to document changes in your doctoral "Program of Study" after you have
submitted Form 11b to the Graduate School. Two originals of this blue form must be obtained from the
Graduate School and submitted there when completed.

Form 16. Request to Update Application for Degré&n Optional Graduate
School Form for Master's or Doctoral Candidates)

If you have previously submitted either Form 10 for the master's degree or Form 13 for the doctoral
degree during a semester in which you did not complete all the requirements for graduation, you must
update your Application for Degree in the semester your graduation is anticipatedng this official
Graduate School form. (A facsimile is shown here; originals may be obtained from the Graduate School.)
This form must be submitted no later than the regular "Application for Degree" deadline of the new
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semester your graduation is anticipated.
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